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Illinois TRUST Act  
SB 31 (J. Cullerton)/ HB3099 (Hernandez) 

 

The Illinois TRUST Act seeks to protect and build trust between law enforcement agencies and immigrant 
communities by limiting local police involvement in federal immigration enforcement. 
  
The problem:  Police entanglement in federal immigration enforcement 
As the federal government ramps up immigration enforcement, it has increasingly entangled state and local law 
enforcement agencies.  ICE received information from police and sheriff’s departments through shared 
databases and data-sharing mechanisms like the controversial “Secure Communities” program.  The Trump 
Administration is also trying to enlist police through such programs as 287(g) that deputize officers to carry on 
immigration enforcement work, and through requests to participate in or coordinate with Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) operations.   
 
When police engage with immigration authorities, the trust that police must rely upon to effectively catch and 
prosecute wrongdoers gets undermined.  Nearly half of all Latinos (regardless of status) are less likely to report 
crimes for fear of being questioned about their status.1 Already many survivors of domestic violence end up 
being arrested alongside their abusers and as a result get fed into the deportation pipeline.  The President’s Task 
Force on 21st Century Policing, noting the need to build trust between police and immigrant communities, 
specifically recommended “decoupl[ing] federal immigration enforcement from routine local policing for civil 
enforcement and nonserious crime.”2 
 
Trust also gets undermined when law enforcement agencies refuse to assist immigrants who do come forward.  
In particular, many immigrant victims and witnesses who cooperate with law enforcement qualify for U visas, 
which provide temporary legal status.  However, too often law enforcement agencies delay or ignore requests 
to certify that the immigrants are cooperating, thus leaving these immigrants vulnerable to deportation and 
undercutting their incentive to come forward. 
 
Engaging in immigration enforcement also imposes costs on local law enforcement. Most police departments 
already have limited resources that are stretched with enforcing state and local laws without also collaborating 
with immigration enforcement.  Jails are being asked to bear the costs of holding immigrants in jails who should 
otherwise be released—or who refuse to pay bond fearing that they will be turned over to ICE.  Some local law 
enforcement agencies have been sued for cooperating with ICE requests that violate the US Constitution’s 
requirement for warrants based on probable cause.3  ICE does not cover these costs.  
 
Immigration enforcement disrupts our economy.  Undocumented immigrants, who make up 4% of our state’s 
population, represent 7.8% of all Illinois entrepreneurs.  The undocumented earned $7.8 billion in 2014, and 
paid $916 million in federal, state, and local taxes. Deporting these immigrants would severely damage many 
sectors of our state’s economy, such as manufacturing, hospitality, and construction.4 
 

                                                           
1 Insecure Communities: Latino Perceptions of Police Involvement in Immigration Enforcement (University of Illinois Chicago Center for 
Urban Economic Development, May 2013). 
2 Final Report of the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing (May 2015) 
3 Galarza v. Szalczyk (US Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, 3/4/2014); Miranda-Olivares v. Clackamas County (US District Court, 
District of Oregon, 4/11/2014). 
4 The Contributions of New Americans in Illinois (Partnership for a New American Economy, August 2016) 
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Immigration enforcement destroys families.  Two-thirds of undocumented immigrants have lived in the US for 
at least 10 years.5  In Illinois, 90% of households with at least one undocumented immigrant also have at least 
one member who is lawfully present—in most cases a US citizen relative.6  Deporting the undocumented would 
wreck hundreds of thousands of Illinois families and in particular damage a generation of children of immigrants.  
 
The solution:  Illinois TRUST Act 
The Illinois TRUST Act builds on policies developed in other communities to set reasonable, constitutional limits 
on local police interaction with ICE enforcement, and foster trust between local police and immigrant 
communities.  This legislation would 
 

 Bar law enforcement agencies in Illinois from complying with any ICE detainers or warrants that are not 
supported by a court-issued warrant 

 Limit arrests based solely on immigration-related information included in federal databases 
 Bar 287(g) agreements to deputize local police to execute immigration enforcement and limit other 

cooperation and information sharing with immigration enforcement (without a court-issued criminal 
warrant) 

 Bar the use of private prisons to house immigration detainees 
 Forbid use of immigration-related threats or verbal abuse by law enforcement agents 
 Set deadlines and standards for law enforcement agencies to respond to requests for certifications 

needed to process U visa applications 
 Restrict immigration agents from making arrests in state-funded schools, medical facilities, Secretary of 

State facilities, and courthouses 
 Bar participation in any federal registry program based on race, national origin, or religion, such as a 

Muslim registry 
 Establish an Illinois TRUST Act Compliance Board to train law enforcement agencies regarding this law 

and identify and research further issues regarding the impact of detainers 
 Amend the Illinois Criminal Procedure Code to clarify provisions that probation officers and judges have 

used to ask about immigration status 
 Allow certain individuals (including immigrants) to reopen prior criminal cases based on inadequate 

counsel.   
 

Nothing in this legislation stops ICE from operating in Illinois.   
Nothing in this bill stops local police from working with ICE if ICE goes to court to get a warrant.   

 
For more information, please contact Fred Tsao at ICIRR, 312-332-7360 x213 or ftsao@icirr.org;  

Mony Ruiz-Velasco at PASO, 708-410-2000 or mony@pasoaction.org;  
Andy Kang @ AAAJ, 773-271-0899 x 222 or akang@advancingjustice-chicago.org 

SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS: Arab American Family Services, Asian Americans Advancing Justice |Chicago, 

Brighton Park Neighborhood Council, Centro de Trabajadores Unidos, Chicago Metropolitan Battered Women’s 

Network, Communities United, HANA Center, Illinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Illinois Coalition for 

Immigrant and Refugee Rights, Latino Policy Forum, Mujeres Latinas en Accion, National Immigrant Justice 

Center, Pan-Asian Voter Empowerment (PAVE), PASO (West Suburban Action Project), Project IRENE, SEIU HCII, 

Southwest Suburban Immigrant Project, United Congress of Community and Religious Organizations  

                                                           
5 Overall Number of U.S. Unauthorized Immigrants Holds Steady Since 2009 (Pew Research Center, September 2016) 
6 Illinois’ Undocumented Immigrant Population: A Summary of Recent Research by Rob Paral and Associates (ICIRR, February 2014) 
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