
Monthly Membership Meeting 
Monday, November 9, 2020 

12:15 
Via Zoom Video Conferencing 

 

 
New Members Division meeting was held 11:15 a.m. 

 
NMD Topic: Waivers of Inadmissibility  
Speaker: Gretchen Ekerdt, Kempster, Corcoran, Quiceno & Lenz-Calvo, Ltd. 
 

Full Chapter Meeting 
 
Educational Presentation: Consequences of 2020 Presidential Election 
Speaker: Greg Chen, AILA, Director of Government Relations 
  
 

I. Educational Presentation 
a. Issues with senate 

i. Not optimistic about getting dem senate control 
ii. Meaningful immigration reform will be difficult 

iii. AILA has been working on possible reforms without having senate control 
iv. Still in conversation about what is possible 
v. Biden appointment of judges is going to be harder now 

b. Transition period 
i. Biden has put up a transition website 

ii. Have named key task force members 
iii. Immigration is not listed prominently at this point 
iv. Some immediate steps that he will take 

1. Reinstate daca 
2. Rescind muslim ban 

v. We should have immigration specific transition members by the end of 
this week 

vi. AILA is hoping to meet with transition members 
vii. AILA is trying to make sure that liaison relationships resume immediately 

after inauguration 
1. Don’t know what that will look like yet 

c. Specifics 
i. Planning began in 2019 

ii. Aila has been trying to influence campaign behind the scenes 
iii. DNC platform and recommendations are still advisory  
iv. Aila will constantly try to remind new administration of platform and recs 

previously issued 
v. Aila has already issued 20 page document regarding hopes for new admin 



vi. Asking that from the beginning we set a new tone on immigration 
1. Welcoming message for immigrants  

vii. AIla is looking at litigation to challenge regs that are filed last minute 
viii. They can also promulgate new regs 

ix. Personnel changes are also important  
d. Trump last minute orders 

i. Tracking a few things 
ii. Proposed rule on asylum and covid 

iii. Notice of proposed rule which would revoke EADs for final orders of 
removal 

iv. Unlawful presence waivers  
v. They have short circuited reg issuance so anything is possible 

e. Senate race in GA 
i. Aila has worked with immigrants list  

ii. Getting out the vote is the most important thing 
 
 

II. New Business 
 

a. Partnership grants – Nell Barker – approved by voice vote by chapter 
i. ICIRR $5,000 

ii. NIJC $10,000 
iii. CVLS $5000 
iv. AIC $17,000 
v. Eric $3,000 

 
 

b. FOIA Lawsuit – Claudia Valenzuela 
i. Suit filed by chapter against EOIR  

ii. Received records from GSA 
iii. Main update is that the documents do reflect a pending lease for IAC in 

Chicago area – to me active May 1 of next year 
iv. Twice the size of the current court 
v. Hard to tell exactly where it stands 

vi. At minimum there should be more transparency regarding these 
adjudication centers 
 

 
c. MRC – Katie Vannucci 

i. CLE codes were due on November 1 – so be on the lookout for the 
certificates by Dec 1 

ii. Recordings are still available on the site for another month if you want to 
view sessions 

iii. If anyone has feedback regarding the format reach out to Katie  



 
d. Cook County Public Defender’s Office – Hena Mansori 

i. She is a supervisor in the new immigration unit – just her right now 
ii. Primary responsibility and hope is to get the office more aware of 

immigration issues 
iii. Make them fully compliant with Padilla 
iv. If anyone has any examples of cases that the attorney did a good job or a 

bad job-  please email her (hena.mansori@cookcountyil.gov) 
 

 
III. Committee Reports 

 

a. ICE/ERO – Diana Rashid 
i. Ice ero stopped sharing updated docket sheets about a year ago 

ii. They have a google spread sheet to share with everyone – it is a live 
document that they are hoping to update as members learn of updates 

iii. They will share out the pdfs  but reach out to Diana or Liz with any 
updates as they are encountered 

iv. drashid@heartlandalliance.org 
 

 

b. USCIS District Director– Rich Hanus 
i. We have provided a list of long pending cases 

ii. Our communication about systemic issues is ongoing 
iii. Stakeholders meeting is scheduled for soon 
iv. Telephonic communication issues are ongoing  
v. Overcrowding has been cited as an issue in security lines 

vi. We are asking that they better schedule people 
vii. Hoping that liaison will become more meaningful with transition 

 
 

 
c. Media – Fiona McEntee and Alex George 

i. AILA national has a good blog Think Immigration 
1. It gets a lot of traction from media 

ii. Think about op eds –these are a great way to share your views 
iii. Socialmediaailachicago@gmail.com with any ideas 

 
d. Advocacy – Shannon Shepherd 

i. Campaign to stop USCIS blank space policy 
1. Reaching out to congressional contacts about this 

ii. Need for increased oversight for medical neglect in ICE detention 
1. Chicago committee is going to focus on raising awareness at 

Mchenry county medical center.  

mailto:Socialmediaailachicago@gmail.com


iii. Also today is deadline for DOL wage rule comment 
e. Announcements –  

i. Tristan Gunn – CBA Immigration – talk about what to expect in the new 
Biden administration – only available to CBA  members  

ii. No update from EOIR on reschedules  
f. Meeting adjourned 

 
 



Jesse Bless Bio 

Jesse Bless is currently Director of Litigation for AILA.  Previously, Mr. Bless worked as 

Senior Litigation Counsel at Jeff Goldman Immigration in Boston where he had responsibility 

for the federal litigation of business immigration cases. His experience prior to private 

practice includes more than a decade with the Department of Justice. He began his career 

as a member of the Attorney General's Honors Program working at the Executive Office for 

Immigration Review, worked as a Special Assistant United States Attorney in Washington, 

D.C., and spent the majority of his career at the Office of Immigration Litigation where he 

represented the U.S. Attorney General in all civil immigration litigation before the federal 

district courts and circuit courts of appeals. 

Jesse earned a J.D. in 2004 from Wake Forest School of Law and received a Bachelor's in 

Political Science from Boston College in 2001. 

 



NOVEMBER 2020 Schedule - Chicago

*BCC* *JAL* *SNA* *CDE* *JIP* *ESS* *SMN* *MLK* *PKM* *KSA* *KLD* *RJR* *SBC* *DutyA* *DutyB* *DutyC* *DutyD*

11/2/2020 Johnson XXXX XXXX Prillaman XXXX Steed XXXX XXXX AlexopoulosFleming XXXX Keeley Greene Zeld Grover Lonquist Corcoran

11/3/2020 Grover XXXX XXXX Young XXXX Lonquist XXXX XXXX Zeld Hollander XXXX Corcoran XXXX AlexopoulosPrillaman Fleming Greene

11/4/2020 Prillaman XXXX XXXX Keung XXXX Johnson XXXX XXXX SteedAlexopoulosXXXX Venci Keeley Lonquist Grover Hollander Greene

11/5/2020 Fleming XXXX XXXX Steed XXXX Grover Hollander XXXX Krupp Lonquist XXXX Greene CorcoranAlexopoulos Keung Kostich Venci

11/6/2020 Prillaman XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Young XXXX XXXX Keung McNulty XXXX XXXX Venci AlexopoulosJohnson Krupp Greene

11/7/202011/8/2020

11/9/2020 XXXX Alexopoulos Hollander XXXX Steed XXXX XXXX Krupp XXXX XXXX XXXX Crites Keeley Zeld Pennix Oduala Corcoran

11/10/2020 XXXX Scheidt Oduala XXXX Fleming XXXX XXXX Pennix XXXX XXXX XXXX Corcoran Lonquist Steed Keung Kostich XXXX

11/11/2020 XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX

11/12/2020 XXXX McNulty Lonquist XXXX Young XXXX XXXX Zeld XXXX XXXX XXXX Keeley Corcoran Crites Grover Oduala Greene

11/13/2020 XXXX Grover XXXX XXXX Kostich XXXX XXXX Keung XXXX XXXX XXXX Greene XXXX AlexopoulosJohnson Young Corcoran

11/14/202011/15/2020

11/16/2020 Crites XXXX XXXX McNulty XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Hollander XXXX XXXX Corcoran Keeley Steed Grover Zeld Greene

11/17/2020 Keung XXXX XXXX Steed XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Young XXXX XXXX Zeld Greene Crites Prillaman Oduala Corcoran

11/18/2020 XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Venci CorcoranAlexopoulos Keung Hollander Greene

11/19/2020 XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Hollander XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Keeley Greene Crites Johnson Oduala Venci

11/20/2020 Johnson XXXX XXXX Young XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Lonquist XXXX XXXX XXXX Venci Zeld Pennix Krupp Greene

11/21/202011/22/2020

11/23/2020 McNulty Pennix Crites XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Corcoran XXXX Steed Prillaman Oduala Keeley

11/24/2020 Steed Oduala Lonquist XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Greene XXXX Crites Keung Kostich Venci

11/25/2020 Grover XXXX Kostich XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Venci XXXX Steed Pennix Oduala Corcoran

11/26/2020 XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX

11/27/2020 McNulty XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Lonquist Johnson Kostich Greene

11/28/202011/29/2020
11/30/2020 Steed XXXX XXXX Grover XXXX XXXX XXXX Keeley Prillaman Lonquist XXXX XXXX Johnson Zeld Fleming Hollander Corcoran

12/1/2020 Keung XXXX XXXX Fleming XXXX XXXX XXXX Corcoran Young Hollander XXXX XXXX Zeld Steed Grover Scheidt Greene

12/2/2020 Scheidt XXXX XXXX Steed XXXX XXXX XXXX Venci Grover Krupp XXXX XXXX Keeley Zeld Johnson Hollander Greene

CHICAGO OFFICE OF CHIEF COUNSEL



12/3/2020 Young XXXX XXXX Pennix XXXX XXXX XXXX Zeld Hollander Crites XXXX XXXX Corcoran Steed Keung Krupp Greene

12/4/2020 Kostich XXXX XXXX Johnson XXXX XXXX XXXX Keung Scheidt Krupp XXXX XXXX Venci Lonquist Steed Young Greene



DECEMBER 2019 Schedule - Chicago

*ERO* *BCC* *JAL* *SNA* *CDE* *JIP* *ESS* *SMN* *MLK* *PKM* *KSA* *KLD* *RJR* *SBC*

12/7/2020 Bayly XXXX Prillaman Fleming XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Corcoran XXXX XXXX XXXX Steed Keeley

12/8/2020 Greene XXXX Young Lonquist XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Bayly XXXX XXXX XXXX Krupp Zeld

12/9/2020 Greene XXXX Steed Grover XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Keung XXXX XXXX XXXX Johnson Corcoran

12/10/2020 Greene XXXX Fleming Prillaman XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Zeld XXXX XXXX XXXX Kostich Bayly

12/11/2020 Greene XXXX Scheidt Young XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Keeley XXXX XXXX XXXX Keung XXXX

12/12/202012/13/2020

12/14/2020 Greene XXXX XXXX XXXX Steed XXXX Lonquist XXXX Corcoran Fleming Grover XXXX XXXX Johnson

12/15/2020 Keeley XXXX XXXX XXXX Prillaman XXXX Hollander XXXX Bayly Young Kostich XXXX XXXX Greene

12/16/2020 Greene XXXX XXXX XXXX Lonquist XXXX Steed XXXX Keeley Keung Fleming XXXX XXXX Corcoran

12/17/2020 Corcoran XXXX XXXX XXXX Johnson XXXX Krupp Hollander Venci Grover Young XXXX XXXX Bayly

12/18/2020 Bayly XXXX XXXX XXXX Keung XXXX Kostich XXXX Greene PrillamanLonquist XXXX XXXX Zeld

12/19/202012/20/2020

12/21/2020 Corcoran XXXX Steed XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Keeley XXXX XXXX XXXX Alexopoulos XXXX

12/22/2020 Greene XXXX Lonquist XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Corcoran XXXX XXXX XXXX Pennix XXXX

12/23/2020 Corcoran XXXX Oduala XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX Greene XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX

12/24/2020 XXXX XXXX McNulty XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX

12/25/2020 XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX XXXX

CHICAGO OFFICE OF CHIEF COUNSEL



WHAT IF YOU COULD PREDICT YOUR REVENUES AND WORKLOAD? 

 

BUSINESS PLAN WORKSHOP ON JANUARY 15, 2021 

Three years ago, I was up to my eyeballs in work and had a nagging worry about how I would get new 

clients. I was consistently working 50-55 hours a week. My answer to what I would earn in the following 

year was always … “we’ll see.” (Maybe this sounds familiar to you?) 

I knew there had to be another way. 

While practicing law is an art, running a business is different. Whether you are a solo practitioner or an 

owner of a small law firm you truly run a small business. Once I accepted this, I felt an assurance that is 

indescribable. Instead of wondering what the future would hold I started forging my future from my 

hopes and aspirations.  

Three years ago, I started taking management classes on how to run a small law firm. I learned that 

every successful and unsuccessful law firm has the same seven parts. Today I continue to work with a 

professional management team and continue taking classes every quarter on running a firm. 

I was able to use these seven parts to grow my immigration practice (Godoy Law Office) and to open a 

new law firm focused on estate planning and probate law (Estate and Probate Legal Group). I now 

average 36-40 hours a week in between both practices. I take 30-45 days off throughout the year.  

If I could do it, you can too. 

I have seen firms and owners from all walks of life, age, and locations use this same system to improve 

their lives. 

This is the workshop for you If you are at all interested in:  

- Achieving your definition of success; 

- Having more control over your practice; 

- More time for yourself or family; 

- Improving your finances; 

- Working smarter and not harder; or 

- Having the ability to make a bigger difference in the world. 

At this member-only workshop I am going to teach you how to harness the seven parts of a law firm. We 

will actively be filling out a business plan as we go along throughout the day. By the end you should walk 

out with a plan that will start you on the path to the practice of your dreams. 

My management company (How to Manage A Small Law Firm) charges $3,500 for a two-day class like 

this. They have given me permission to use their materials to teach this class. As an AILA Chicago 

member you are getting this for free! Do not let this opportunity pass you by. 

 

 



WHAT YOU NEED TO DO 

Register on this zoom registration page by clicking HERE 

You can also paste this link into your browser: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArc-upqTwqHNKwWYsSoiAIE59_qe-oxg3S 

As a bonus to early registrants, I will host a “foundation” meeting where we can discuss what 

numbers you will need to know. This will help ensure you get the most out of the January 15th 

business plan workshop. You must register before 12/22/20 to be invited to this “Foundation” 

meeting. 

 

AGENDA 

Friday Jan 15 

9:00-10:30 am - Session 1: Intro to 7 parts of a law firm. Deciphering Your Goals. 

10:30-10:45 am - Break 

10:45-12:30 pm - Session 2: Marketing and Sales 

12:30 - 1:30 pm - Working Lunch 

1:30-3:00 pm - Session 3: Factory and People 

3:00-3:15 pm - Break 

3:15 - 5:15 pm - Session 4: Physical Plant and Financial Controls. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArc-upqTwqHNKwWYsSoiAIE59_qe-oxg3S


OOD 
PM 21-05 

Effective: December 1, 2020 

To:  All of EOIR  
From: James R. McHenry III, Director 
Date:  November 30, 2020  

ENHANCED CASE FLOW PROCESSING IN REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS 

PURPOSE: Implementation of an enhanced case flow processing model for non-
status, non-detained cases with representation in removal proceedings 

OWNER: Office of the Director 

AUTHORITY: 8 C.F.R. §§ 1003.0(b), 1003.9(b) 

CANCELLATION: None 

As part of its continued commitment to ensuring efficient and fair adjudications and that each alien 
with a claim to relief or protection from removal receives a hearing in a timely manner, EOIR is 
implementing a new case flow processing model for non-status removal cases involving non-
detained aliens with representation.1  

I. Background

EOIR encourages parties in immigration court to advance or resolve cases through written 
pleadings, stipulations, and joint motions. See EOIR Policy Memorandum (PM) 20-13, EOIR 
Practices Related to the COVID-19 Outbreak at 5 (Jun. 11, 2020), 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1284706/download. Such actions help cases progress 
through the immigration court system in a timely and efficient manner, reduce the need for the 
parties to appear at hearings, saving them time and expense, free up additional docket space for 

1 This model will not apply to cases of detained aliens, aliens not placed in removal proceedings (whose 
removability is already established and who are also generally detained), and aliens proceeding pro se. Further, this 
model will not apply to cases that have been appropriately placed on a status docket—e.g. a case of an 
unaccompanied alien child with an asylum application pending before the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 
See EOIR, PM 19-13: Use of Status Dockets (Aug. 16, 2019), 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1196336/download. Additionally, this model will not apply to cases in which 
a protective order has been issued or that involve the handling of classified information. See 8 C.F.R. § 1003.46; 
EOIR Operating Procedures and Policy Memorandum (OPPM) 09-01,  Classified Information in Immigration Court 
Proceedings (Feb. 5, 2009) https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2009/02/11/09-01.pdf; EOIR 
OPPM 09-02, Protective Orders and the Sealing of Records in Immigration Proceedings (Feb. 9, 2009), 
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2009/02/11/09-02.pdf. Finally, Immigration Judges retain 
discretion to deviate from this model as appropriate. 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1284706/download
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1196336/download
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2009/02/11/09-01.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/eoir/legacy/2009/02/11/09-02.pdf


2 
 

Immigration Judges, and narrow contested issues to assist in the resolution of the case.2 The 
ultimate disposition of any particular case, however, remains committed to the Immigration Judge 
consistent with applicable law.  

For similar reasons, EOIR also discourages holding master calendar hearings in cases involving 
represented aliens solely for the purpose of filing an application and then scheduling a subsequent 
individual merits hearing: 

Scheduling and holding a master calendar hearing solely for the filing of an application by 
a represented alien and the scheduling of an individual merits hearing on a future date is a 
disfavored practice. For cases involving represented respondents for whom removability 
has already been determined, the case is not on a status docket, and the case is not yet 
scheduled for an individual merits hearing, immigration judges are encouraged to issue a 
pre-hearing scheduling order establishing a deadline for the filing of any applications for 
protection or relief from removal in lieu of scheduling a master calendar hearing solely for 
the purpose of filing that application and scheduling a future individual merits hearing. If 
an application is not filed within the time set by the immigration judge, the opportunity to 
file that application or document shall be deemed waived. 8 C.F.R. § 1003.31(c). Upon 
expiration of the filing deadline, the immigration judge shall either schedule the case for 
an individual merits hearing or issue an appropriate order (e.g. for removal, voluntary 
departure, or withdrawal of application for admission).  

Id. at 6. 
 
Many immigration judges have utilized written pleadings for represented respondents for several 
years. See Immigration Court Practice Manual (ICPM), App’x L (Sample Written Pleading). The 
use of written pleadings has become a well-established procedure that helps cases progress more 
efficiently to a timely resolution. 
 
Immigration Judges are authorized to issue orders for pre-hearing statements. 8 C.F.R. § 
1003.21(b), (c). Subject to meeting certain criteria, Immigration Judges are also authorized to issue 
standing orders, and immigration courts are authorized to adopt local operating procedures 
pursuant to 8 C.F.R. § 1003.40. See generally EOIR PM 20-09, The Immigration Court Practice 
Manual and Orders (Feb. 13, 2020), https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1249276/download.  
 
EOIR does not require any application to be filed in open court. See, e.g., EOIR PM 21-02, 
Cancellation of Certain Operating Policies and Procedures Memoranda (Nov. 6, 2020) 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1335101/download (“Relatedly, EOIR now allows the 
filing of an asylum application by mail, at the window, in court, or, where available, electronically, 
through either the EOIR Courts & Appeals System (ECAS) or email, and it will continue to accept 
the filing of an asylum application through those methods until further notice.”). Additionally, the 

                                                           
2 Joint or stipulated requests for the disposition of a pending case—e.g. requests for a stipulated order of removal, a 
stipulated order of voluntary departure, or a stipulated order granting protection or relief from removal; or joint 
motions to terminate or dismiss proceedings—are to be adjudicated expeditiously by an Immigration Judge. PM 20-
13 at 5-6. 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1249276/download
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1335101/download
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continued deployment of ECAS to immigration courts, scheduled for completion in 2021, has 
made electronic filing of case documents more accessible and convenient for both parties.  
 
Most aliens in removal proceedings, especially those seeking asylum, have representation.3 
Further, removability is not contested in most cases, and representatives frequently waive the 
reading of charges and the giving of various advisals. In short, for most non-detained aliens in 
removal proceedings with representation, there is generally not a reason to hold a master calendar 
hearing, and needlessly requiring parties to appear for brief hearings—even by telephone or video 
teleconferencing—simply incurs unnecessary costs for respondents and representatives and 
creates inefficiencies in case processing for immigration courts. Thus, reducing the number of 
superfluous hearings to deal with preliminary and routine matters will save time and expense for 
both aliens and representatives and will improve docketing efficiency for immigration courts 
overall.  
 
II. New Case Flow Processing Model 
 
In general, under the new model,4 for non-detained cases in which a representative, see 8 C.F.R. 
§§ 1001.1(j) and 1292.1, files a Form EOIR-28 at least 15 days before a master calendar hearing, 
the hearing will be vacated5 and a scheduling order will be sent to the parties, setting deadlines for 
the filing of written pleadings, any evidence related to the charges of removability, and any 
applications6 for relief or protection sought by the respondent. The order will also contain a copy 
of the biometrics notice and instructions,7 along with the consequences of failing to comply with 
that notice.  
 
The parties generally will be given at least 45 days from the date of the vacated hearing to submit 
written pleadings, evidence related to removability, and any applications for relief or protection 
from removal, though the specific deadline remains committed to the discretion of an Immigration 
Judge. 8 C.F.R. 1003.31(c). Once an Immigration Judge has received the pleadings, any evidence 
related to removability, and any applications for relief or protection, the Immigration Judge will 

                                                           
3 EOIR cannot track representation until a representative files a Form EOIR-28 with an immigration court. 
Consequently, cases in which an alien has representation in fact but the representative has not yet filed a Form 
EOIR-28 are treated by EOIR as unrepresented cases; thus, EOIR’s data likely undercounts actual representation. 
Nevertheless, in FY 2020, 85 percent (85%) of asylum cases in EOIR proceedings had representation.  
4To facilitate this new model, a copy of the list of pro bono legal service providers and a notice of the respondent’s 
appeal rights will be included with the initial hearing notice that is served on all respondents by mail, and the provision 
of those items will be reflected or noted in the record.  
5 Respondents and their representatives remain obligated to appear at any scheduled hearing until notified by the 
relevant immigration court that a hearing has been vacated and rescheduled. An alien who fails to appear for a 
scheduled hearing may be ordered removed in absentia. INA § 240(b)(5).  
6The scheduling order deadline will apply only to the filing of the application itself, though respondents are encouraged 
to submit supporting documents as well. The Immigration Judge’s subsequent scheduling order will set a deadline for 
the filing of supplemental documentation in support of the application in advance of the merits hearing consistent with 
8 C.F.R. § 1003.31(c). Nothing in this PM limits an Immigration Judge’s discretion to allow a respondent to 
supplement or amend an application.   
7 A copy of the current notice and instructions is available at https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/legal-
docs/Pre%20Order%20Instructions%20EOIR.pdf.  

https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/legal-docs/Pre%20Order%20Instructions%20EOIR.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/legal-docs/Pre%20Order%20Instructions%20EOIR.pdf
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then, in general,8 either issue an order resolving the case9 or a hearing notice scheduling the case 
for an individual hearing on any and all outstanding issues, including contested removability and 
the merits of any applications for relief or protection from removal. If the Immigration Judge issues 
a hearing notice, he or she will also issue another scheduling order setting deadlines for the filing 
of any motions,10 briefs,11 or supporting documents12 prior to the scheduled hearing. That 
scheduling order will also instruct DHS to confirm whether the respondent has provided biometrics 
and other biographical information.13   
 
If the Immigration Judge subsequently resolves the case through a dispositive order—e.g. granting 
a motion to terminate or a motion to pretermit—prior to the scheduled hearing, the Immigration 
Judge will issue an order accordingly, and the hearing notice will be vacated.14   
 
For non-detained cases in which a representative files an EOIR-28 less than 15 days before a 
master calendar hearing—or does not file it until the master calendar hearing—the hearing will 
                                                           
8 If an alien challenges his or her removability from the United States, does not seek to apply for any relief or protection 
from removal if found to be removable, and the issue of removability turns solely on a purely legal question that does 
not require a hearing—e.g. whether the alien’s conviction constitutes an aggravated felony—then the Immigration 
Judge will not schedule a hearing, but may issue an order requesting further briefing on the issue from the parties if 
the record contains insufficient information on which to issue a dispositive order.  
9 If the respondent requests solely voluntary departure pursuant to 8 C.F.R. § 1240.26(b) or withdrawal of an 
application for admission pursuant to 8 C.F.R. §§ 1235.4 and 1240.1(d), then DHS shall be given 10 days in which to 
provide its position in response unless the respondent’s request includes a stipulation from DHS. ICPM, App’x D 
(Deadlines). If removability is established and the respondent does not file an application by the established deadline, 
the opportunity to file that application or document shall be deemed waived, and the Immigration Judge will issue an 
appropriate order. 8 C.F.R. § 1003.31(c). 
10 For example, the respondent may file a motion to terminate proceedings, or DHS may file a motion to pretermit the 
respondent’s application.  
11 “Scheduling and holding a hearing for a represented respondent on a contested issue of removability which involves 
solely a pure legal question (e.g. whether a respondent’s criminal conviction constitutes a conviction for a particular 
category of aggravated felony) is a disfavored practice. Immigration Judges are encouraged to resolve such issues 
based on briefing from the parties.” PM 20-13 at 6.   
12The deadline for the filing of supplemental proposed evidence, other than rebuttal or impeachment evidence, will 
generally be 30 days in advance of the merits hearing, though the specific deadline remains committed to the 
discretion of the Immigration Judge.  
13 A failure to provide biometrics and other biographical information may result in a finding that the application has 
been abandoned unless the respondent demonstrates that the failure was due to good cause. 8 C.F.R. § 1003.47(d). 
Even where a respondent demonstrates good cause, however, nothing in the applicable regulations requires that an 
Immigration Judge postpone an individual hearing solely because a respondent failed to provide biometrics and other 
biographical information. See 8 C.F.R. § 1003.47(f) (if DHS has not reported on the completion and results of all 
relevant identity, law enforcement, or security investigations or examinations by the time of an individual hearing, an 
Immigration Judge may grant a continuance for DHS to do so or may “hear the case on the merits”). Rather, where a 
respondent demonstrates good cause for failing to provide biometrics and other biographical information or DHS has 
otherwise not reported on the completion and results of relevant investigations and examinations, Immigration Judges 
may nevertheless proceed with adjudicating the merits of an application, though they cannot grant the application until 
DHS has reported on the results. See 8 C.F.R. § 1003.47(g); cf. 8 C.F.R. § 1003.1(d)(6)(iv) (the Board of Immigration 
Appeals (Board) is not required to hold or remand a case on appeal because of incomplete or outdated investigations 
and examinations if the Board decides to dismiss the appeal or deny the relief sought); 8 C.F.R. § 1003.47(f) (an 
Immigration Judge may hear a case on the merits even when DHS has not reported results of investigations or 
examinations).    
14 Immigration Judges are encouraged to resolve dispositive motions in advance of an individual hearings 
expeditiously. In situations where an individual hearing is vacated, immigration courts should endeavor to fill that 
docket slot with another individual hearing as expeditiously as possible after providing notice.   
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not be vacated, and the representative and the respondent are required to appear at the scheduled 
hearing. In such cases, unless the case can be resolved at the hearing, the Immigration Judge 
generally will then issue the scheduling order described above at the hearing, though the 
Immigration Judge retains discretion to take any appropriate action consistent with the law.  
 
Finally, as the Supreme Court has recognized, “[o]ne illegally present in the United States who 
wishes to remain already has a substantial incentive to prolong litigation in order to delay physical 
deportation for as long as possible.” INS v. Rios-Pineda, 471 U.S. 444, 450 (1985). Moreover, “as 
a general matter, every delay works to the advantage of the deportable alien who wishes merely to 
remain in the United States.” INS v. Doherty, 502 U.S. 314, 323 (1992). Although EOIR recognizes 
that this new case flow processing model presents opportunities for gamesmanship for 
representatives seeking to delay proceedings for respondents, it nevertheless expects all 
representatives to comport themselves in an ethical and professional manner. Efforts to deceive an 
Immigration Judge regarding a respondent’s representation may constitute grounds for disciplinary 
action. See 8 C.F.R. § 1003.102(n) (conduct prejudicial to the administration of justice). 
Practitioners are further reminded that they may not engage in frivolous behavior which includes 
actions that are taken for an “improper purpose, such as to . . . cause unnecessary delay.” 8 C.F.R. 
§ 1003.102(j)(1). Additionally, failure to abide by the deadlines set by the immigration court may 
constitute grounds for disciplinary action. See, e.g., 8 C.F.R. §§ 1003.102(n) (conduct prejudicial 
to the administration of justice), 1003.102(o) (competent representation), and 1003.102(q)(2) 
(complying with time and filing limitations). 
 
The ICPM will be updated to reflect the new case flow processing model outlined in this PM. This 
PM is not intended to, does not, and may not be relied upon to create, any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the United States, 
its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 
Nothing herein should be construed as mandating a particular outcome in any specific case. 
Nothing in this PM limits an Immigration Judge’s independent judgment and discretion in 
adjudicating cases or an Immigration Judge’s authority under applicable law.  
 
Please contact your supervisor if you have any questions. 
 
 

 

 



 
Chicago Chapter Questions and Answers from meeting with Illinois Secretary of State on Thursday, 
November 19, 2020 
 

1. We see that you have REAL ID days on Mondays at Chicago North, Chicago South and Chicago 
West Offices. Thank you for bringing Real ID days back.  

 
2. We see the James R. Thompson Center and Loop locations are temporarily closed per your 

website.  We also see in a separate link that the following facilities are also closed: Chicago 
Heights, Chicago North, Chicago South, Lake Zurich, Naperville.   
 

a. Is there an anticipated date of reopening for any of these facilities? Now all facilities are 
closed until at least 12/07/2020 due to COVID surge.  They will reevaluate situation 
closer to 12/07/2020 and make new announcement.  There was a new announcement 
and the closures of the Driver’s licenses facilities are now extended until 01/05/2021.  
 

Many people are eligible for online renewals.  You must be seeking the same type of license, 
have not moved, must not need to show immigration status documents, and it is dependent on 
having a good driving record.  Letters are being sent in December 2020 and January 2021 to 
those who might be eligible with the PIN necessary for online renewal (DL or ID expired from 
Feb. 1, 2020 to Jan 31, 2021).  Here is the link with the details of who can and cannot renew 
online: 
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/drivers_license/drivers_license_or_ID
_card_renewal/home.html 

 
i. Cannot renew online if VisaTVDL- need in person visit to show the immigration 

documentation.  
 

b. You can also change address online, but an address change means you cannot renew 
license online.  You may, however, continue to drive with license listing old address until 
this license is expired.  Legal obligation is only to update ILSOS of new address within 10 
days.  No requirement that new address be on the physical license as long as it is 
updated in the ILSOS database.   If a driver has moved but has not notified SOS of the 
move, they may receive a letter indicating they are may renew online.  In that instance, 
they may proceed with online renewal and during the online renewal transaction they 
can change their address.  The driver’s license will be mailed to the new address.   This 
may only be done within the online renewal transaction.  The driver should NOT submit 
a change of address online before starting the online renewal.  Doing so will make the 
driver ineligible for online renewal.   

 
3. We understand that DL and ID cards are extended until June 1, 2021. Does that include TVDL’s?  

Yes, it also includes TVDLs.  It’s unclear when the license had to expire to be covered by the auto 
extensions.  Originally the auto extensions only covered licenses still valid as of the date in 
March 2020 when IL SOS closed its offices.  But they later took out this date as they considered 
it unfair to those whose licenses expired a few days or weeks before the closure.  So, use your 
best judgement.  If license expired several months or more before closure, you should probably 
assume it is not covered by the auto extension and seek renewal to avoid being ticketed.  
 

https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/drivers_license/drivers_license_or_ID_card_renewal/home.html
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/drivers_license/drivers_license_or_ID_card_renewal/home.html


4. Does that include CDL’s?  No, they are excluded from the extension. CDL facilities remain open 
for written and road exams.  There are 18 full service CDL facilities throughout the state.  
 

a. DL Medical exams may be valid for up to 2 years. The Federal Government allowed the 
extension of the validity of medical exam certificates.   Can email the medical. Look at IL 
SOS’s website at //www.cyberdriveillinois.com/cdlmedicalcard 

 
5. Since the COVID-19 epidemic began, conditional permanent residents have been having 

increasing difficulty getting continuing proof of their lawful status from USCIS.  Conditional 
permanent residents are granted permanent residence for two years and then must file a 
petition known as an I-751 with USCIS to maintain their permanent residence.  Conditional 
permanent residents continue to be in lawful immigration status for the entire period that their 
I-751s are pending.  But their green cards expire after two years.  Although I-751 receipt notices 
extend the validity of their green cards for 18 months, USCIS frequently takes much longer than 
18 months to decide I-751s (USCIS’s website states that its current average processing time for I-
751s is up to 43 months in some cases).  Once conditional permanent residents’ I-751 receipt 
notices expire, the only way they can get continuing proof of their lawful status is to schedule an 
Infopass appointment with USCIS to get a temporary I-551 stamp placed in their passport.  But 
during the COVID-19 epidemic, USCIS has severely restricted the ability of conditional 
permanent residents to schedule Infopass appointments, often requiring them to present 
evidence that they will suffer specific hardship if they are not given an appointment to receive 
an I-551 stamp.  Given this situation, we have the following questions: 

 
a. Our understanding is that expiration dates on driver’s licenses and state IDs for 

conditional permanent residents are tied to the date that the document evidencing 
their lawful status (either their green card, I-751 receipt, or I-551 stamp) expires.  Can 
you please confirm that this is correct and that conditional permanent residents seeking 
to renew their driver’s licenses or state IDs must present a document evidencing 
continuing lawful immigration status in the United States? Correct. 

 
b. If the above understanding is correct, in light of the current difficulties conditional 

permanent residents are having getting evidence of their lawful status from USCIS after 
their green cards and I-751 receipt notices expire, would you consider extending the 
validity of their driver’s licenses and state IDs beyond the date that their green cards 
and I-751 receipt notices expire?  If we give them a few examples of people whose I-
751s have been pending more than 18 months, they will run them in SAVE to see if SAVE 
shows they are still in status.  If it does, SOS will speak with the executive office to 
determine if this is a viable option to renew the DL/ID. 

 
c. If you cannot extend the DLs or IDs beyond what the I-751 Receipt notice indicates, 

would you consider reaching out to the USCIS District Office to explain how ILSOS is 
requiring the I-551 Adit Stamp to issue DLs or State IDs?  They no longer have liaison 
with USCIS.  If SAVE does not confirm people in this situation are still in status, we will 
have to revisit other options or see if the new administration will make it easier to get 
infopass appointments. 

 
 

 



6. Is production of driving abstracts affected by COVID-19 closures?  There should not be a delay 
producing driving abstracts for court purposes when requested online: 
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/drivers_license/purchaseabstract.htm
l 
 

7. Is there a delay in production of DL’s due to COVID-19?  No, DL Production facilities have not 
been impacted by COVID-19.  Website has area where you can check the status of production 
online.  Should wait 14 days after expected date of receiving DL before making status inquiry.  

 
8. Any tips to help our members and clients?  

 
a. Preregistration. If you need to go to a facility for a DL you can preregister online. This 

allows you to input the information that the attendant at the facility would have to do 
manually.  It saves a lot of time at the facility if you preregister and enter this 
information in advance. 
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/drivers_license/drivers_licens
e_or_id_card_preregistration/home.html 

 
b. Real ID- Can go online and use the interactive checklist to ensure you have all necessary 

documentation prior to going. Remember – REAL ID implementation federally has been 
delayed until October 2021. https://realid.ilsos.gov/checklist.html 
 

c. Check our website, we have real time updates. https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/ 
 

9. Question was asked about delays in processing many applications like I-539’s.   Could a normal 
DL be extended based upon the I-539 Receipt? No but the person can apply for a non-visa TVDL 
after the DL has expired if they do not have an approval.  

 
Chapter Members Present 
Christina Murdoch- Co-Chair 
Olga Rojas- Co-Chair 
Rich Hanus 
Emily Love 
Robert White 
Omar Salguero 
Matt McGuire 
Beth Hoffman- AILA Ex Board member 

https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/drivers_license/purchaseabstract.html
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/drivers_license/purchaseabstract.html
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/drivers_license/drivers_license_or_id_card_preregistration/home.html
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/drivers/drivers_license/drivers_license_or_id_card_preregistration/home.html
https://realid.ilsos.gov/checklist.html
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/
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