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AILA Chicago Fall Family & Removal Conference 
 

Resilience and Reinvention 
 Addressing Challenges and Change in the U.S. Immigration System 

  
October 29, 2021 

Presented Virtually 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
9:00 – 10:15 am:            Beyond the BIA  

 Petitions for Review  
 Creative Motions to Reopen/Reconsider 
 Prosecutorial Discretion and Joint Motions to Reopen 
 Clients that Cannot be Removed 

  
Speakers:  
Shannon Shepherd, Immigration Attorneys, LLP, Chicago, IL (DL)  
Brad Banias, Wasden Banias, AILA National High Impact Litigation Committee, Charleston, SC 
Davorin Odrcic – Odrcic Law Group, LLC, Milwaukee, WI 
Lauren McClure – Kriezelman Burton & Associates, LLC, Chicago, IL 

  
10:15 – 10:30 am:  Break 
 
10:30 am to 11:45pm:  Consular Processing: Pitfalls and How to Prevent Them  

 Screening for Pitfalls (Intake; FOIA's) 
 Difference between Expedited removal and catch/release 
 Reason to Believe Determination (Gang/Drug Trafficking) 
 National Interest Exemptions 
 Medical Refusals 
 Testing positive for marijuana 
 Inconsistent consulates 

 
Speakers: 
Kate Radder, Law Offices of Shirley Sadjadi, Elgin, IL   
Heather Drabek Prendergast, Aljijakli, Kosseff & Prendergast, LLC, Cleveland, OH 
R. Andrew Free, Law Office of R. Andrew Free, Nashville, TN 
Michael Ibrahim, Ibrahim Law Office, LLC, Chicago, IL  
  

11:45 am – 12:15 pm     Lunch Break 
 
12:15 pm – 1:30 pm:      Navigating the Pinball Game of Asylum 

 Gender & Gang-Based Asylum in the Biden Administration 
 Funky Procedural Postures including the Mendez Rojas Class Settlement; Jurisdictional 

Issues with Late Filed NTAs; and Migrant Protection Protocols 
 Prosecutorial Discretion in lieu of Asylum  
 
Speakers: 
Kathryn Weber, Scott D. Pollock & Associates, P.C., AILA National Asylum, Chicago, IL (DL) 
Lisa Koop, National Immigrant Justice Center, Goshen, Indiana 
Uzoamaka Emeka Nzelibe, Northwestern Bluhm Legal Clinic, Chicago, IL  
Nicole Hallett, University of Chicago Immigrants’ Rights Clinic, Chicago, IL 

1:30 pm – 1:45 pm:  Break 
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1:45 – 3:00 pm:     Unique Adjustment of Status Strategies   

 Widow/Widower Petitions 
 Merging Family and Employment Options 
 Creative 245(i) 
 VAWA 
 SIJS 
 Overcoming 204(c) findings 

Speakers:  
Cathy Higgins-Mora, Law Office of Cathy Higgins-Mora, Wheeling, IL (DL) 
Lia Kim-Yi, North Suburban Legal Aid, Highland Park, IL  
Jenny Grobelski, Northern Illinois Justice for Our Neighbors, Chicago, IL  
Margaret O’Donoghue, Law Offices of Robert D. Ahlgren and Associates, Chicago, IL  

 
Register Online: 

https://na.eventscloud.com/646331  
Registration Fee Information: 

 

 By October 27, 2021 

AILA Members & their staff $199 

Non-members & their staff* $324 

 

 *Attention Non-AILA Members: AILA will not accept conference registrations from persons who provide 
representation without authorization in violation of 8 § CFR 292, such as for profit “immigration consultants” 
and “notarios.” 

 
 No phone, fax, or mail registrations will be accepted. All registrations, including payment, must be completed 

through our online registration system: https://na.eventscloud.com/646331 
 
 In accordance with Illinois MCLE requirements, a hardship waiver is available. Please find the guidelines and 

application at https://ailachicago.org/conferences/ and contact Elizabeth Rompf Bruen at 
erompfbruen@drbimmigration.com to apply.  

 
 Registration closes Wednesday, October 27, 2021, at 11:59 PM. 
 
Notice:  
 
 All registrations are subject to acceptance. Registration date is determined by the date payment is received. 

Registrations received without payment will not be honored. In the event the Conference nears capacity, 
registrations with payment will be accepted in the order they are received. Registrations are not transferable 
and cannot be split among conference attendees. Any and all liability of AILA with respect to registration, 
reservations, cancellations, and refunds is limited to a sum no greater than the fee paid. Submission of 
registration and payment constitutes acceptance of conditions herein. 

 
 
 
 
Cancellation Policy:  
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 Cancellations received by October 27, 2021, entitle registrants to a full refund (less $50.00 processing fee). All 

cancellation requests must be received in writing. No cancellation requests will be accepted after October 27, 
2021, but registrants may still receive conference materials electronically. 

 
 
 

All materials will be distributed electronically to registrants prior to 

the conference. No printed materials will be provided. 
 

All panels will be available online after the conference concludes. 
 

 

 

Thank you to our Fall Family & Removal Conference Planning Committee for all their hard work in 
organizing this great event!  

 

Elizabeth Rompf Bruen, Chair 

Brittni Rivera, Vice-Chair, Family & Removal Conference 

Beth Hoffmann, Executive Board Representative 

 

Laureen Andersen 

Dalia Fuleihan 

Colleen Kilbride 

Katherine Greenslade 

 Andrea Duron 

 

 

  

 

 

 

       
 

       
 

 
 
  


