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RULE 1.3: DILIGENCE
A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a client.
Adopted July 1, 2009, effective January 1, 2010.

Comment
[1] A lawyer should pursue a matter on behalf of a client despite opposition, obstruction or
personal inconvenience to the lawyer, and take whatever lawful and ethical measures are required
to vindicate a client’s cause or endeavor. A lawyer must also act with commitment and dedication
to the interests of the client and with zeal in advocacy upon the client’s behalf. A lawyer is not
bound, however, to press for every advantage that might be realized for a client. For example, a
lawyer may have authority to exercise professional discretion in determining the means by which
a matter should be pursued. See Rule 1.2. The lawyer’s duty to act with reasonable diligence does
not require the use of offensive tactics or preclude the treating of all persons involved in the legal
process with courtesy and respect.
[2] A lawyer’s work load must be controlled so that each matter can be handled competently.
[3] Perhaps no professional shortcoming is more widely resented than procrastination. A
client’s interests often can be adversely affected by the passage of time or the change of conditions;
in extreme instances, as when a lawyer overlooks a statute of limitations, the client’s legal position
may be destroyed. Even when the client’s interests are not affected in substance, however,
unreasonable delay can cause a client needless anxiety and undermine confidence in the lawyer’s
trustworthiness. A lawyer’s duty to act with reasonable promptness, however, does not preclude
the lawyer from agreeing to a reasonable request for a postponement that will not prejudice the
lawyer’s client.
[4] Unless the relationship is terminated as provided in Rule 1.16, a lawyer should carry
through to conclusion all matters undertaken for a client. If a lawyer’s employment is limited to a
specific matter, the relationship terminates when the matter has been resolved. If a lawyer has
served a client over a substantial period in a variety of matters, the client sometimes may assume
that the lawyer will continue to serve on a continuing basis unless the lawyer gives notice of
withdrawal. Doubt about whether a client-lawyer relationship still exists should be clarified by the
lawyer, preferably in writing, so that the client will not mistakenly suppose the lawyer is looking
after the client’s affairs when the lawyer has ceased to do so. For example, if a lawyer has handled
a judicial or administrative proceeding that produced a result adverse to the client and the lawyer
and the client have not agreed that the lawyer will handle the matter on appeal, the lawyer must
consult with the client about the possibility of appeal before relinquishing responsibility for the
matter. See Rule 1.4(a)(2). Whether the lawyer is obligated to prosecute the appeal for the client
depends on the scope of the representation the lawyer has agreed to provide to the client. See Rule
1.2.
[5] To prevent neglect of client matters in the event of a sole practitioner’s death or disability,
the duty of diligence may require that each sole practitioner prepare a plan, in conformity with
applicable rules, that designates another competent lawyer to review client files, notify each client
of the lawyer’s death or disability, and determine whether there is a need for immediate protective

action. See Illinois Supreme Court Rule 776, Appointment of Receiver in Certain Cases.
Adopted July 1, 2009, effective January 1, 2010.

-2-

Rule 1.3:
Diligence
Client-Lawyer Relationship
A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a client.
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RULE 1.5: FEES
(a) A lawyer shall not make an agreement for, charge, or collect an unreasonable fee or an
unreasonable amount for expenses. The factors to be considered in determining the reasonableness
of a fee include the following:
(1) the time and labor required, the novelty and difficulty of the questions involved, and
the skill requisite to perform the legal service properly;
(2) the likelihood, if apparent to the client, that the acceptance of the particular employment
will preclude other employment by the lawyer;
(3) the fee customarily charged in the locality for similar legal services;
(4) the amount involved and the results obtained;
(5) the time limitations imposed by the client or by the circumstances;
(6) the nature and length of the professional relationship with the client;
(7) the experience, reputation, and ability of the lawyer or lawyers performing the services;
and
(8) whether the fee is fixed or contingent.
(b) The scope of the representation and the basis or rate of the fee and expenses for which the
client will be responsible shall be communicated to the client, preferably in writing, before or
within a reasonable time after commencing the representation, except when the lawyer will charge
a regularly represented client on the same basis or rate. Any changes in the basis or rate of the fee
or expenses shall also be communicated to the client.
(c) A fee may be contingent on the outcome of the matter for which the service is rendered,
except in a matter in which a contingent fee is prohibited by paragraph (d) or other law. A
contingent fee agreement shall be in a writing signed by the client and shall state the method by
which the fee is to be determined, including the percentage or percentages that shall accrue to the
lawyer in the event of settlement, trial or appeal; litigation and other expenses to be deducted from
the recovery; and whether such expenses are to be deducted before or after the contingent fee is
calculated. The agreement must clearly notify the client of any expenses for which the client will
be liable whether or not the client is the prevailing party. Upon conclusion of a contingent fee
matter, the lawyer shall provide the client with a written statement stating the outcome of the matter
and, if there is a recovery, showing the remittance to the client and the method of its determination.
(d) A lawyer shall not enter into an arrangement for, charge, or collect:
(1) any fee in a domestic relations matter, the payment or amount of which is contingent
upon the securing of a divorce or upon the amount of alimony or support, or property settlement
in lieu thereof; or
(2) a contingent fee for representing a defendant in a criminal case.
(e) A division of a fee between lawyers who are not in the same firm may be made only if:
(1) the division is in proportion to the services performed by each lawyer, or if the primary
service performed by one lawyer is the referral of the client to another lawyer and each lawyer
assumes joint financial responsibility for the representation;
(2) the client agrees to the arrangement, including the share each lawyer will receive, and

the agreement is confirmed in writing; and
(3) the total fee is reasonable.
Adopted July 1, 2009, effective January 1, 2010.

Comment
Reasonableness of Fee and Expenses
[1] Paragraph (a) requires that lawyers charge fees that are reasonable under the circumstances.
The factors specified in (1) through (8) are not exclusive. Nor will each factor be relevant in each
instance. Paragraph (a) also requires that expenses for which the client will be charged must be
reasonable. A lawyer may seek reimbursement for the cost of services performed in-house, such
as copying, or for other expenses incurred in-house, such as telephone charges, either by charging
a reasonable amount to which the client has agreed in advance or by charging an amount that
reasonably reflects the cost incurred by the lawyer.
Basis or Rate of Fee
[2] When the lawyer has regularly represented a client, they ordinarily will have evolved an
understanding concerning the basis or rate of the fee and the expenses for which the client will be
responsible. In a new client-lawyer relationship, however, an understanding as to fees and
expenses must be promptly established. Generally, it is desirable to furnish the client with at least
a simple memorandum or copy of the lawyer’s customary fee arrangements that states the general
nature of the legal services to be provided, the basis, rate or total amount of the fee and whether
and to what extent the client will be responsible for any costs, expenses or disbursements in the
course of the representation. A written statement concerning the terms of the engagement reduces
the possibility of misunderstanding.
[3] Contingent fees, like any other fees, are subject to the reasonableness standard of paragraph
(a) of this Rule. In determining whether a particular contingent fee is reasonable, or whether it is
reasonable to charge any form of contingent fee, a lawyer must consider the factors that are
relevant under the circumstances. Applicable law may impose limitations on contingent fees, such
as a ceiling on the percentage allowable, or may require a lawyer to offer clients an alternative
basis for the fee. Applicable law also may apply to situations other than a contingent fee, for
example, government regulations regarding fees in certain tax matters.
Terms of Payment
[4] A lawyer may require advance payment of a fee, but is obliged to return any unearned
portion. See Comments [3B] through [3D] to Rule 1.15 and Rule 1.16(d). A lawyer may accept
property in payment for services, such as an ownership interest in an enterprise, providing this
does not involve acquisition of a proprietary interest in the cause of action or subject matter of the
litigation contrary to Rule 1.8 (i). However, a fee paid in property instead of money may be subject
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to the requirements of Rule 1.8(a) because such fees often have the essential qualities of a business
transaction with the client.
[5] An agreement may not be made whose terms might induce the lawyer improperly to curtail
services for the client or perform them in a way contrary to the client’s interest. For example, a
lawyer should not enter into an agreement whereby services are to be provided only up to a stated
amount when it is foreseeable that more extensive services probably will be required, unless the
situation is adequately explained to the client. Otherwise, the client might have to bargain for
further assistance in the midst of a proceeding or transaction. However, it is proper to define the
extent of services in light of the client’s ability to pay. A lawyer should not exploit a fee
arrangement based primarily on hourly charges by using wasteful procedures.
Prohibited Contingent Fees
[6] Paragraph (d) prohibits a lawyer from charging a contingent fee in a domestic relations
matter when payment is contingent upon the securing of a divorce or upon the amount of alimony
or support or property settlement to be obtained. This provision does not preclude a contract for a
contingent fee for legal representation in connection with the recovery of postjudgment balances
due under support, alimony or other financial orders because such contracts do not implicate the
same policy concerns.
Division of Fee
[7] A division of fee is a single billing to a client covering the fee of two or more lawyers who
are not in the same firm. A division of fee facilitates association of more than one lawyer in a
matter in which neither alone could serve the client as well, or referral of a matter where
appropriate, and often is used when the fee is contingent and the division is between a referring
lawyer and a trial specialist. Paragraph (e) permits the lawyers to divide a fee either on the basis
of the proportion of services they render or, where the primary service performed by one lawyer
is the referral of the client to another lawyer, if each lawyer assumes financial responsibility for
the representation as a whole. In addition, the client must agree to the arrangement, including the
share that each lawyer is to receive, and the agreement must be confirmed in writing. Contingent
fee agreements must be in a writing signed by the client and must otherwise comply with paragraph
(c) of this Rule. Joint financial responsibility for the representation entails financial responsibility
for the representation as if the lawyers were associated in a general partnership. See In re Storment,
203 Ill. 2d 378 (2002). A lawyer should only refer a matter to a lawyer whom the referring lawyer
reasonably believes is competent to handle the matter. See Rule 1.1.
[8] Paragraph (e) does not prohibit or regulate division of fees to be received in the future for
work done when lawyers were previously associated in a law firm, or payments made pursuant to
a separation or retirement agreement.
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Disputes over Fees
[9] If a procedure has been established for resolution of fee disputes, such as an arbitration or
mediation procedure established by law or rule, the lawyer must comply with the procedure when
it is mandatory, and, even when it is voluntary, the lawyer should conscientiously consider
submitting to it. Law may prescribe a procedure for determining a lawyer’s fee, for example, in
representation of an executor or administrator, a class or a person entitled to a reasonable fee as
part of the measure of damages. The lawyer entitled to such a fee and a lawyer representing another
party concerned with the fee should comply with the prescribed procedure.
Adopted July 1, 2009, effective January 1, 2010.
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Rule 1.5: Fees

(a) A lawyer shall not make an agreement for, charge, or collect an unreasonable fee or an
unreasonable amount for expenses. The factors to be considered in determining the
reasonableness of a fee include the following:
(1) the time and labor required, the novelty and difficulty of the questions involved, and the
skill requisite to perform the legal service properly;
(2) the likelihood, if apparent to the client, that the acceptance of the particular employment
will preclude other employment by the lawyer;
(3) the fee customarily charged in the locality for similar legal services;
(4) the amount involved and the results obtained;
(5) the time limitations imposed by the client or by the circumstances;
(6) the nature and length of the professional relationship with the client;
(7) the experience, reputation, and ability of the lawyer or lawyers performing the services;
and
(8) whether the fee is fixed or contingent.
(b) The scope of the representation and the basis or rate of the fee and expenses for which the
client will be responsible shall be communicated to the client, preferably in writing, before or
within a reasonable time after commencing the representation, except when the lawyer will

charge a regularly represented client on the same basis or rate. Any changes in the basis or rate of
the fee or expenses shall also be communicated to the client.
(c) A fee may be contingent on the outcome of the matter for which the service is rendered,
except in a matter in which a contingent fee is prohibited by paragraph (d) or other law. A
contingent fee agreement shall be in a writing signed by the client and shall state the method by
which the fee is to be determined, including the percentage or percentages that shall accrue to the
lawyer in the event of settlement, trial or appeal; litigation and other expenses to be deducted
from the recovery; and whether such expenses are to be deducted before or after the contingent
fee is calculated. The agreement must clearly notify the client of any expenses for which the client
will be liable whether or not the client is the prevailing party. Upon conclusion of a contingent fee
matter, the lawyer shall provide the client with a written statement stating the outcome of the
matter and, if there is a recovery, showing the remittance to the client and the method of its
determination.
(d) A lawyer shall not enter into an arrangement for, charge, or collect:
(1) any fee in a domestic relations matter, the payment or amount of which is contingent
upon the securing of a divorce or upon the amount of alimony or support, or property
settlement in lieu thereof; or
(2) a contingent fee for representing a defendant in a criminal case.
(e) A division of a fee between lawyers who are not in the same firm may be made only if:
(1) the division is in proportion to the services performed by each lawyer or each lawyer
assumes joint responsibility for the representation;
(2) the client agrees to the arrangement, including the share each lawyer will receive, and the
agreement is confirmed in writing; and
(3) the total fee is reasonable.
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RULE 1.15: SAFEKEEPING PROPERTY
(a) A lawyer shall hold property of clients or third persons that is in a lawyer’s possession in
connection with a representation separate from the lawyer’s own property. Funds shall be
deposited in one or more separate and identifiable interest- or dividend-bearing client trust
accounts maintained at an eligible financial institution in the state where the lawyer’s office is
situated, or elsewhere with the informed consent of the client or third person. For the purposes of
this Rule, a client trust account means an IOLTA account as defined in paragraph (j)(2), or a
separate, interest-bearing non-IOLTA client trust account established to hold the funds of a client
or third person as provided in paragraph (f). Funds of clients or third persons shall not be deposited
in a non-interest-bearing or non-dividend-bearing account. Other, tangible property shall be
identified as such and appropriately safeguarded. Complete records of client trust account funds
and other property shall be kept by the lawyer and shall be preserved for a period of seven years
after termination of the representation.
Maintenance of complete records of client trust accounts shall require that a lawyer:
(1) prepare and maintain receipt and disbursement journals for all client trust accounts
required by this Rule containing a record of deposits and withdrawals from client trust accounts
specifically identifying the date, source, and description of each item deposited, and the date,
payee and purpose of each disbursement;
(2) prepare and maintain contemporaneous ledger records for all client trust accounts
showing, for each separate trust client or beneficiary, the source of all funds deposited, the date
of each deposit, the names of all persons for whom the funds are or were held, the amount of
such funds, the dates, descriptions and amounts of charges or withdrawals, and the names of
all persons to whom such funds were disbursed;
(3) maintain copies of all accountings to clients or third persons showing the disbursement
of funds to them or on their behalf, along with copies of those portions of clients’ files that are
reasonably necessary for a complete understanding of the financial transactions pertaining to
them;
(4) maintain all client trust account checkbook registers, check stubs, bank statements,
records of deposit, and checks or other records of debits;
(5) maintain copies of all retainer and compensation agreements with clients;
(6) maintain copies of all bills rendered to clients for legal fees and expenses;
(7) prepare and maintain reconciliation reports of all client trust accounts, on at least a
quarterly basis, including reconciliations of ledger balances with client trust account balances;
(8) make appropriate arrangements for the maintenance of the records in the event of the
closing, sale, dissolution, or merger of a law practice.
Records required by this Rule may be maintained by electronic, photographic, or other media
provided that printed copies can be produced, and the records are readily accessible to the lawyer.
Each client trust account shall be maintained only in an eligible financial institution selected
by the lawyer in the exercise of ordinary prudence.
(b) A lawyer may deposit the lawyer’s own funds in a client trust account for the sole purpose
of paying bank service charges on that account, but only in an amount necessary for that purpose.

(c) A lawyer shall deposit in a client trust account funds received to secure payment of legal
fees and expenses, to be withdrawn by the lawyer only as fees are earned and expenses incurred.
Funds received as a fixed fee, a general retainer, or an advance payment retainer shall be deposited
in the lawyer’s general account or other account belonging to the lawyer. An advance payment
retainer may be used only when necessary to accomplish some purpose for the client that cannot
be accomplished by using a security retainer. An agreement for an advance payment retainer shall
be in a writing signed by the client that uses the term “advance payment retainer” to describe the
retainer, and states the following:
(1) the special purpose for the advance payment retainer and an explanation why it is
advantageous to the client;
(2) that the retainer will not be held in a client trust account, that it will become the property
of the lawyer upon payment, and that it will be deposited in the lawyer’s general account;
(3) the manner in which the retainer will be applied for services rendered and expenses
incurred;
(4) that any portion of the retainer that is not earned or required for expenses will be
refunded to the client;
(5) that the client has the option to employ a security retainer, provided, however, that if
the lawyer is unwilling to represent the client without receiving an advance payment retainer,
the agreement must so state and provide the lawyer’s reasons for that condition.
(d) Upon receiving funds or other property in which a client or third person has an interest, a
lawyer shall promptly notify the client or third person. Except as stated in this Rule or otherwise
permitted by law or by agreement with the client, a lawyer shall promptly deliver to the client or
third person any funds or other property that the client or third person is entitled to receive and,
upon request by the client or third person, shall promptly render a full accounting regarding such
property.
(e) When in the course of representation a lawyer is in possession of property in which two or
more persons (one of whom may be the lawyer) claim interests, the property shall be kept separate
by the lawyer until the dispute is resolved. The lawyer shall promptly distribute all portions of the
property as to which the interests are not in dispute.
(f) All funds of clients or third persons held by a lawyer or law firm which are nominal in
amount or are expected to be held for a short period of time, including advances for costs and
expenses, and funds belonging in part to a client or third person and in part presently or potentially
to the lawyer or law firm, shall be deposited in one or more IOLTA accounts, as defined in
paragraph (j)(2). A lawyer or law firm shall deposit all funds of clients or third persons which are
not nominal in amount or expected to be held for a short period of time into a separate interest- or
dividend-bearing client trust account with the client designated as income beneficiary. Funds of
clients or third persons shall not be deposited in a non-interest-bearing or non-dividend-bearing
account. Each IOLTA account shall comply with the following provisions:
(1) Each lawyer or law firm in receipt of nominal or short-term client funds shall establish
one or more IOLTA accounts with an eligible financial institution authorized by federal or
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state law to do business in the state of Illinois and which offers IOLTA accounts within the
requirements of this Rule as administered by the Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois.
(2) Eligible institutions shall maintain IOLTA accounts that pay the highest interest rate or
dividend available from the institution to its non-IOLTA account customers when IOLTA
accounts meet or exceed the same minimum balance or other account eligibility guidelines, if
any. In determining the highest interest rate or dividend generally available from the institution
to its non-IOLTA accounts, eligible institutions may consider factors, in addition to the IOLTA
account balance, customarily considered by the institution when setting interest rates or
dividends for its customers, provided that such factors do not discriminate between IOLTA
accounts and accounts of non-IOLTA customers, and that these factors do not include that the
account is an IOLTA account.
(3) An IOLTA account that meets the highest comparable rate or dividend standard set
forth in paragraph (f)(2) must use one of the identified account options as an IOLTA account,
or pay the equivalent yield on an existing IOLTA account in lieu of using the highest-yield
bank product:
(a) a checking account paying preferred interest rates, such as money market or
indexed rates, or any other suitable interest-bearing deposit account offered by the eligible
institution to its non-IOLTA customers.
(b) for accounts with balances of $100,000 or more, a business checking account with
automated investment feature, such as an overnight sweep and investment in repurchase
agreements fully collateralized by U.S. Government securities as defined in paragraph (h).
(c) for accounts with balances of $100,000 or more, a money market fund with, or tied
to, check-writing capacity, that must be solely invested in U.S. Government securities or
securities fully collateralized by U.S. Government securities, and that has total assets of at
least $250 million.
(4) As an alternative to the account options in paragraph (f)(3), the financial institution
may pay a “safe harbor” yield equal to 70% of the Federal Funds Target Rate or 1.0%,
whichever is higher.
(5) Each lawyer or law firm shall direct the eligible financial institution to remit monthly
earnings on the IOLTA account directly to the Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois. For each
individual IOLTA account, the eligible financial institution shall provide: a statement
transmitted with each remittance showing the name of the lawyer or law firm directing that the
remittance be sent; the account number; the remittance period; the rate of interest applied; the
account balance on which the interest was calculated; the reasonable service fee(s) if any; the
gross earnings for the remittance period; and the net amount of earnings remitted. Remittances
shall be sent to the Lawyers Trust Fund electronically unless otherwise agreed. The financial
institution may assess only allowable reasonable fees, as defined in paragraph (j)(8). Fees in
excess of the earnings accrued on an individual IOLTA account for any month shall not be
taken from earnings accrued on other IOLTA accounts or from the principal of the account.
(g) A lawyer or law firm should exercise reasonable judgment in determining whether funds
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of a client or third person are nominal in amount or are expected to be held for a short period of
time. No charge of ethical impropriety or other breach of professional conduct shall attend to a
lawyer’s or law firm’s exercise of reasonable judgment under this rule or decision to place client
funds in an IOLTA account or a non-IOLTA client trust account on the basis of that determination.
Ordinarily, in determining the type of account into which to deposit particular funds for a client or
third person, a lawyer or a law firm shall take into consideration the following factors:
(1) the amount of interest which the funds would earn during the period they are expected
to be held and the likelihood of delay in the relevant transaction or proceeding;
(2) the cost of establishing and administering the account, including the cost of the
lawyer’s services;
(3) the capability of the financial institution, through subaccounting, to calculate and pay
interest earned by each client’s funds, net of any transaction costs, to the individual client.
(h) All trust accounts, whether IOLTA or non-IOLTA, shall be established in compliance with
the following provisions on dishonored instrument notification:
(1) A lawyer shall maintain trust accounts only in eligible financial institutions that have
filed with the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission an agreement, in a form
provided by the Commission, to report to the Commission in the event any properly payable
instrument is presented against a client trust account containing insufficient funds, irrespective
of whether or not the instrument is honored. Any such agreement shall apply to all branches of
the financial institution and shall not be canceled except upon 30 days notice in writing to the
Commission. The Commission shall annually publish a list of financial institutions that have
agreed to comply with this rule and shall establish rules and procedures governing amendments
to the list.
(2) The overdraft notification agreement shall provide that all reports made by the financial
institution shall be in the following format:
(a) In the case of a dishonored instrument, the report shall be identical to the overdraft
notice customarily forwarded to the depositor, and should include a copy of the dishonored
instrument, if such a copy is normally provided to depositors; and
(b) In the case of instruments that are presented against insufficient funds but which
instruments are honored, the report shall identify the financial institution, the lawyer or law
firm, the account number, the date of presentation for payment and the date paid, as well
as the amount of overdraft created thereby. Such reports shall be made simultaneously with,
and within the time provided by law for, notice of dishonor, if any. If an instrument
presented against insufficient funds is honored, then the report shall be made within five
banking days of the date of presentation for payment against insufficient funds.
(3) Every lawyer practicing or admitted to practice in this jurisdiction shall, as a condition
thereof, be conclusively deemed to have consented to the reporting and production
requirements mandated by this Rule.
(4) Nothing herein shall preclude a financial institution from charging a particular lawyer
or law firm for the reasonable cost of producing the reports and records required by paragraph
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(h) of this Rule. Fees charged for the reasonable cost of producing the reports and records
required by paragraph (h) are the sole responsibility of the lawyer or law firm, and are not
allowable reasonable fees for IOLTA accounts as those are defined in paragraph (j)(8).
(i) A lawyer who learns of unidentified funds in an IOLTA account must make periodic efforts
to identify and return the funds to the rightful owner. If after 12 months of the discovery of the
unidentified funds the lawyer determines that ascertaining the ownership or securing the return of
the funds will not succeed, the lawyer must remit the funds to the Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois.
No charge of ethical impropriety or other breach of professional conduct shall attend to a lawyer’s
exercise of reasonable judgment under this paragraph (i).
A lawyer who either remits funds in error or later ascertains the ownership of remitted funds
may make a claim to the Lawyers Trust Fund, which after verification of the claim will return the
funds to the lawyer.
(j) Definitions
(1) “Funds” denotes any form of money, including cash, payment instruments such as
checks, money orders or sales drafts, and electronic fund transfers.
(2) “IOLTA account” means a pooled interest- or dividend-bearing client trust account,
established with an eligible financial institution with the Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois
designated as income beneficiary, for the deposit of nominal or short-term funds of clients or
third persons as defined in paragraph (f) and from which funds may be withdrawn upon request
as soon as permitted by law.
(3) “Eligible financial institution” is a bank or a savings bank insured by the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation or an open-end investment company registered with the
Securities and Exchange Commission that agrees to provide dishonored instrument notification
regarding any type of client trust account as provided in paragraph (h) of this Rule; and that
with respect to IOLTA accounts, offers IOLTA accounts within the requirements of paragraph
(f) of this Rule.
(4) “Properly payable” refers to an instrument which, if presented in the normal course of
business, is in a form requiring payment under the laws of this jurisdiction.
(5) “Money market fund” is an investment company registered under the Investment
Company Act of 1940, as amended, that is qualified to hold itself out to investors as a money
market fund or the equivalent of a money market fund under Rules and Regulations adopted
by the Securities and Exchange Commission pursuant to said Act.
(6) “U.S. Government securities” refers to U.S. Treasury obligations and obligations
issued by or guaranteed as to principal and interest by any AAA-rated United States agency or
instrumentality thereof. A daily overnight financial repurchase agreement (“repo”) may be
established only with an institution that is deemed to be “well capitalized” or “adequately
capitalized” as defined by applicable federal statutes and regulations.
(7) “Safe harbor” is a yield that if paid by the financial institution on IOLTA accounts shall
be deemed as a comparable return in compliance with this Rule. Such yield shall be calculated
as 70% of the Federal Funds Target Rate as reported in the Wall Street Journal on the first
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business day of the calendar month.
(8) “Allowable reasonable fees” for IOLTA accounts are per-check charges, per deposit
charges, a fee in lieu of a minimum balance, federal deposit insurance fees, automated
investment (“sweep”) fees, and a reasonable maintenance fee, if those fees are charged on
comparable accounts maintained by non-IOLTA depositors. All other fees are the
responsibility of, and may be charged to, the lawyer or law firm maintaining the IOLTA
account.
(9) “Unidentified funds” are amounts accumulated in an IOLTA account that cannot be
documented as belonging to a client, a third person, or the lawyer or law firm.
(k) In the closing of a real estate transaction, a lawyer’s disbursement of funds deposited but
not collected shall not violate his or her duty pursuant to this Rule 1.15 if, prior to the closing, the
lawyer has established a segregated Real Estate Funds Account (REFA) maintained solely for the
receipt and disbursement of such funds, has deposited such funds into a REFA, and:
(1) is acting as a closing agent pursuant to an insured closing letter for a title insurance
company licensed in the State of Illinois and uses for such funds a segregated REFA
maintained solely for such title insurance business; or
(2) has met the “good-funds” requirements. The good-funds requirements shall be met if
the bank in which the REFA was established has agreed in a writing directed to the lawyer to
honor all disbursement orders drawn on that REFA for all transactions up to a specified dollar
amount not less than the total amount being deposited in good funds. Good funds shall include
only the following forms of deposits: (a) a certified check, (b) a check issued by the State of
Illinois, the United States, or a political subdivision of the State of Illinois or the United States,
(c) a cashier’s check, teller’s check, bank money order, or official bank check drawn on or
issued by a financial institution insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or a
comparable agency of the federal or state government, (d) a check drawn on the trust account
of any lawyer or real estate broker licensed under the laws of any state, (e) a personal check or
checks in an aggregate amount not exceeding $5,000 per closing if the lawyer making the
deposit has reasonable and prudent grounds to believe that the deposit will be irrevocably
credited to the REFA, (f) a check drawn on the account of or issued by a lender approved by
the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development as either a supervised or a
nonsupervised mortgagee as defined in 24 C.F.R. § 202.2, (g) a check from a title insurance
company licensed in the State of Illinois, or from a title insurance agent of the title insurance
company, provided that the title insurance company has guaranteed the funds of that title
insurance agent. Without limiting the rights of the lawyer against any person, it shall be the
responsibility of the disbursing lawyer to reimburse the trust account for such funds that are
not collected and for any fees, charges and interest assessed by the paying bank on account of
such funds being uncollected.
Adopted July 1, 2009, effective January 1, 2010; amended July 1, 2011, effective September 1,
2011; amended April 7, 2015, eff. July 1, 2015.
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Comment
[1] A lawyer should hold property of others with the care required of a professional fiduciary.
Securities should be kept in a safe deposit box, except when some other form of safekeeping is
warranted by special circumstances. All property that is the property of clients or third persons,
including prospective clients, must be kept separate from the lawyer’s business and personal
property and, if monies, in one or more client trust accounts. Client trust accounts should be made
identifiable through their designation as “client trust account” or “client funds account” or words
of similar import indicating the fiduciary nature of the account. Separate trust accounts may be
warranted when administering estate monies or acting in similar fiduciary capacities. A lawyer
should maintain on a current basis complete records of client trust account funds as required by
paragraph (a), including subparagraphs (1) through (8). These requirements articulate
recordkeeping principles that provide direction to a lawyer in the handling of funds entrusted to
the lawyer by a client or third person. Compliance with these requirements will benefit the attorney
and the client or third party as these fiduciary funds will be safeguarded and documentation will
be available to fulfill the lawyer’s fiduciary obligation to provide an accounting to the owners of
the funds and to refute any charge that the funds were handled improperly.
[2] While normally it is impermissible to commingle the lawyer’s own funds with client funds,
paragraph (b) provides that it is permissible when necessary to pay bank service charges on that
account. Accurate records must be kept regarding which part of the funds are the lawyer’s.
[3] Lawyers often receive funds from which the lawyer’s fee will be paid. The lawyer is not
required to remit to the client funds that the lawyer reasonably believes represent fees owed.
However, a lawyer may not hold funds to coerce a client into accepting the lawyer’s contention.
The disputed portion of the funds must be kept in a trust account and the lawyer should suggest
means for prompt resolution of the dispute, such as arbitration. The undisputed portion of the funds
shall be promptly distributed. Specific guidance concerning client trust accounts is provided in the
Client Trust Account Handbook published by the Illinois Attorney Registration and Disciplinary
Commission as well as on the website of the Illinois Attorney Registration and Disciplinary
Commission.
[3A] Paragraph (c) relates to legal fees and expenses that have been paid in advance. The
reasonableness, structure, and division of legal fees are governed by Rule 1.5 and other applicable
law.
[3B] Paragraph (c) must be read in conjunction with Dowling v. Chicago Options Associates,
Inc., 226 Ill. 2d 277 (2007). In Dowling, the Court distinguished different types of retainers. It
recognized advance payment retainers and approved their use in limited circumstances where the
lawyer and client agree that a retainer should become the property of the lawyer upon payment.
Prior to Dowling, the Court recognized only two types of retainers. The first, a general retainer
(also described as a “true,” “engagement,” or “classic” retainer) is paid by a client to the lawyer in
order to ensure the lawyer’s availability during a specific period of time or for a specific matter.
This type of retainer is earned when paid and immediately becomes property of the lawyer,
regardless of whether the lawyer ever actually performs any services for the client. The second, a
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“security” retainer, secures payment for future services and expense, and must be deposited in a
client trust account pursuant to paragraph (a). Funds in a security retainer remain the property of
the client until applied for services rendered or expenses incurred. Any unapplied funds are
refunded to the client. Any written retainer agreement should clearly define the kind of retainer
being paid. If the parties agree that the client will pay a security retainer, that term should be used
in any written agreement, which should also provide that the funds remain the property of the client
until applied for services rendered or expenses incurred and that the funds will be deposited in a
client trust account. If the parties’ intent is not evident, an agreement for a retainer will be
construed as providing for a security retainer.
[3C] An advance payment retainer is a present payment to the lawyer in exchange for the
commitment to provide legal services in the future. Ownership of this retainer passes to the lawyer
immediately upon payment; and the retainer may not be deposited into a client trust account
because a lawyer may not commingle property of a client with the lawyer’s own property.
However, any portion of an advance payment retainer that is not earned must be refunded to the
client. An advance payment retainer should be used sparingly, only when necessary to accomplish
a purpose for the client that cannot be accomplished by using a security retainer. An advance
payment retainer agreement must be in a written agreement signed by the client that contains the
elements listed in paragraph (c). An advance payment retainer is distinguished from a fixed fee
(also described as a “flat” or “lump-sum” fee), where the lawyer agrees to provide a specific
service (e.g., defense of a criminal charge, a real estate closing, or preparation of a will or trust)
for a fixed amount. Unlike an advance payment retainer, a fixed fee is generally not subject to the
obligation to refund any portion to the client, although a fixed fee is subject, like all fees, to the
requirement of Rule 1.5(a) that a lawyer may not charge or collect an unreasonable fee.
[3D] The type of retainer that is appropriate will depend on the circumstances of each case.
The guiding principle in the choice of the type of retainer is protection of the client’s interests. In
the vast majority of cases, this will dictate that funds paid to retain a lawyer will be considered a
security retainer and placed in a client trust account, pursuant to this Rule.
[4] Paragraph (e) also recognizes that third parties may have lawful claims against specific
funds or other property in a lawyer’s custody, such as a client’s creditor who has a lien on funds
recovered in a personal injury action. A lawyer may have a duty under applicable law to protect
such third-party claims against wrongful interference by the client. In such cases, when the thirdparty claim is not frivolous under applicable law, the lawyer must refuse to surrender the property
to the client until the claims are resolved. A lawyer should not unilaterally assume to arbitrate a
dispute between the client and the third party, but, when there are substantial grounds for dispute
as to the person entitled to the funds, the lawyer may file an action to have a court resolve the
dispute.
[5] The obligations of a lawyer under this Rule are independent of those arising from activity
other than rendering legal services. For example, a lawyer who serves only as an escrow agent is
governed by the applicable law relating to fiduciaries even though the lawyer does not render legal
services in the transaction and is not governed by this Rule.
[6] Paragraphs (a), (f) and (g) requires that nominal or short-term funds belonging to clients or
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third persons be deposited in one or more IOLTA accounts as defined in paragraph (j)(2) and
provides that the interest earned on any such accounts shall be submitted to the Lawyers Trust
Fund of Illinois. The Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois will disburse the funds so received to
qualifying organizations and programs to be used for the purposes set forth in its by-laws. The
purposes of the Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois may not be changed without the approval of the
Supreme Court of Illinois. The decision as to whether funds are nominal or short-term shall be in
the reasonable judgment of the depositing lawyer or law firm. Client and third-person funds that
are neither nominal or short-term shall be deposited in separate, interest- or dividend-bearing client
trust accounts for the benefit of the client as set forth in paragraphs (a) and (f).
[7] Paragraph (h) requires that lawyers maintain trust accounts only in financial institutions
that have agreed to report trust account overdrafts to the ARDC. The trust account overdraft
notification program is intended to provide early detection of problems in lawyers’ trust accounts,
so that errors by lawyers and/or banks may be corrected and serious lawyer transgressions pursued.
[8] Paragraph (i) applies when accumulated balances in an IOLTA account cannot be
documented as belonging to an identifiable client or third party, or to the lawyer or law firm. This
paragraph provides a mechanism for a lawyer to remove these funds from an IOLTA account
when, in the lawyer’s reasonable judgment, further efforts to account for them after a period of 12
months are not likely to be successful. This procedure facilitates the effective management of
IOLTA accounts by lawyers; addresses situations where an IOLTA account becomes the
responsibility of a lawyer’s successor, law partner, or heir; and supports the provision of civil legal
aid in Illinois.
The Lawyers Trust Fund of Illinois will publish instructions for lawyers remitting unidentified
funds. Proceeds of unidentified funds received under paragraph (i) will be distributed to qualifying
organizations and programs according to the purposes set forth in the by-laws of the Lawyers Trust
Fund. When a lawyer learns that funds have been remitted in error or later identifies the owner of
remitted funds, the lawyer may make a claim to the Lawyers Trust Fund for the return of the funds.
After verification of the claim, the Lawyers Trust Fund will return the funds to the lawyer who
then ensures the funds are restored to the owner.
Paragraph (i) relates only to unidentified funds, for which no owner can be ascertained.
Unclaimed funds in client trust accounts−funds whose owner is known but have not been
claimed—should be handled according to applicable statutes including the Uniform Disposition
of Unclaimed Property Act (765 ILCS 1025 et seq.).
[9] Paragraph (j) provides definitions that pertain specifically to Rule 1.15. Paragraph (1)
defines expansively the meaning of “funds,” to include any form of money, including electronic
fund transfers. Paragraph (2) defines an IOLTA account and paragraph (3) defines an eligible
financial institution for purposes of the overdraft notification and IOLTA programs. Paragraph (4)
defines “properly payable,” a term used in the overdraft notification provisions in paragraph (h)(1).
Paragraphs (5) through (8) define terms pertaining to IOLTA accounts. Paragraph (9) defines
“unidentified funds” as that term is used in paragraph (i).
[10] Paragraph (k) applies only to the closing of real estate transactions and adopts the “goodfunds” doctrine. That doctrine provides for the disbursement of funds deposited but not yet
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collected if the lawyer has already established an appropriate Real Estate Funds Account and
otherwise fulfills all of the requirements contained in the Rule.
Adopted July 1, 2009, effective January 1, 2010; amended July 1, 2011, effective September 1, 2011;
amended April 7, 2015, eff. July 1, 2015.
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Rule 1.15: Safekeeping
Property

(a) A lawyer shall hold property of clients or third persons that is in a lawyer's possession in
connection with a representation separate from the lawyer's own property. Funds shall be kept in
a separate account maintained in the state where the lawyer's office is situated, or elsewhere with
the consent of the client or third person. Other property shall be identified as such and
appropriately safeguarded. Complete records of such account funds and other property shall be
kept by the lawyer and shall be preserved for a period of [five years] after termination of the
representation.
(b) A lawyer may deposit the lawyer's own funds in a client trust account for the sole purpose of
paying bank service charges on that account, but only in an amount necessary for that purpose.
(c) A lawyer shall deposit into a client trust account legal fees and expenses that have been paid in
advance, to be withdrawn by the lawyer only as fees are earned or expenses incurred.
(d) Upon receiving funds or other property in which a client or third person has an interest, a
lawyer shall promptly notify the client or third person. Except as stated in this rule or otherwise
permitted by law or by agreement with the client, a lawyer shall promptly deliver to the client or
third person any funds or other property that the client or third person is entitled to receive and,
upon request by the client or third person, shall promptly render a full accounting regarding such
property.
(e) When in the course of representation a lawyer is in possession of property in which two or
more persons (one of whom may be the lawyer) claim interests, the property shall be kept
separate by the lawyer until the dispute is resolved. The lawyer shall promptly distribute all
portions of the property as to which the interests are not in dispute.
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RULE 1.16: DECLINING OR TERMINATING REPRESENTATION
(a) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer shall not represent a client or, where
representation has commenced, shall withdraw from the representation of a client if:
(1) the representation will result in violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct or other
law;
(2) the lawyer’s physical or mental condition materially impairs the lawyer’s ability to
represent the client; or
(3) the lawyer is discharged.
(b) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer may withdraw from representing a client if:
(1) withdrawal can be accomplished without material adverse effect on the interests of the
client;
(2) the client persists in a course of action involving the lawyer’s services that the lawyer
reasonably believes is criminal or fraudulent;
(3) the client has used the lawyer’s services to perpetrate a crime or fraud;
(4) the client insists upon taking action that the lawyer considers repugnant or with which
the lawyer has a fundamental disagreement;
(5) the client fails substantially to fulfill an obligation to the lawyer regarding the lawyer’s
services and has been given reasonable warning that the lawyer will withdraw unless the
obligation is fulfilled;
(6) the representation will result in an unreasonable financial burden on the lawyer or has
been rendered unreasonably difficult by the client; or
(7) other good cause for withdrawal exists.
(c) A lawyer must comply with applicable law requiring notice to or permission of a tribunal
when terminating a representation. When ordered to do so by a tribunal, a lawyer shall continue
representation notwithstanding good cause for terminating the representation.
(d) Upon termination of representation, a lawyer shall take steps to the extent reasonably
practicable to protect a client’s interests, such as giving reasonable notice to the client, allowing
time for employment of other counsel, surrendering papers and property to which the client is
entitled and refunding any advance payment of fee or expense that has not been earned or incurred.
The lawyer may retain papers relating to the client to the extent permitted by other law.
Adopted July 1, 2009, effective January 1, 2010.

Comment
[1] A lawyer should not accept representation in a matter unless it can be performed
competently, promptly, without improper conflict of interest and to completion. Ordinarily, a
representation in a matter is completed when the agreed-upon assistance has been concluded. See
Rules 1.2(c) and 6.5. See also Rule 1.3, Comment [4].

Mandatory Withdrawal
[2] A lawyer ordinarily must decline or withdraw from representation if the client demands
that the lawyer engage in conduct that is illegal or violates the Rules of Professional Conduct or
other law. The lawyer is not obliged to decline or withdraw simply because the client suggests
such a course of conduct; a client may make such a suggestion in the hope that a lawyer will not
be constrained by a professional obligation.
[3] When a lawyer has been appointed to represent a client, withdrawal ordinarily requires
approval of the appointing authority. See also Rule 6.2. Similarly, court approval or notice to the
court is often required by applicable law before a lawyer withdraws from pending litigation.
Difficulty may be encountered if withdrawal is based on the client’s demand that the lawyer engage
in unprofessional conduct. The court may request an explanation for the withdrawal, while the
lawyer may be bound to keep confidential the facts that would constitute such an explanation. The
lawyer’s statement that professional considerations require termination of the representation
ordinarily should be accepted as sufficient. Lawyers should be mindful of their obligations to both
clients and the court under Rules 1.6 and 3.3.
Discharge
[4] A client has a right to discharge a lawyer at any time, with or without cause, subject to
liability for payment for the lawyer’s services. Where future dispute about the withdrawal may be
anticipated, it may be advisable to prepare a written statement reciting the circumstances.
[5] Whether a client can discharge appointed counsel may depend on applicable law. A client
seeking to do so should be given a full explanation of the consequences. These consequences may
include a decision by the appointing authority that appointment of successor counsel is unjustified,
thus requiring self-representation by the client.
[6] If the client has severely diminished capacity, the client may lack the legal capacity to
discharge the lawyer, and in any event the discharge may be seriously adverse to the client’s
interests. The lawyer should make special effort to help the client consider the consequences and
may take reasonably necessary protective action as provided in Rule 1.14.
Optional Withdrawal
[7] A lawyer may withdraw from representation in some circumstances. The lawyer has the
option to withdraw if it can be accomplished without material adverse effect on the client’s
interests. Withdrawal is also justified if the client persists in a course of action that the lawyer
reasonably believes is criminal or fraudulent, for a lawyer is not required to be associated with
such conduct even if the lawyer does not further it. Withdrawal is also permitted if the lawyer’s
services were misused in the past even if that would materially prejudice the client. The lawyer
may also withdraw where the client insists on taking action that the lawyer considers repugnant or
with which the lawyer has a fundamental disagreement.
[8] A lawyer may withdraw if the client refuses to abide by the terms of an agreement relating
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to the representation, such as an agreement concerning fees or court costs or an agreement limiting
the objectives of the representation.
Assisting the Client Upon Withdrawal
[9] Even if the lawyer has been unfairly discharged by the client, a lawyer must take all
reasonable steps to mitigate the consequences to the client. The lawyer may retain papers as
security for a fee only to the extent permitted by law. See Rule 1.15.
Refund of Unearned Fees
[10] See Comments [3B] through [3D] to Rule 1.15 and Rule 1.16(d).
Adopted July 1, 2009, effective January 1, 2010.
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Rule 1.16: Declining or Terminating
Representation

(a) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer shall not represent a client or, where representation
has commenced, shall withdraw from the representation of a client if:
(1) the representation will result in violation of the rules of professional conduct or other law;
(2) the lawyer's physical or mental condition materially impairs the lawyer's ability to
represent the client; or
(3) the lawyer is discharged.
(b) Except as stated in paragraph (c), a lawyer may withdraw from representing a client if:
(1) withdrawal can be accomplished without material adverse effect on the interests of the
client;
(2) the client persists in a course of action involving the lawyer's services that the lawyer
reasonably believes is criminal or fraudulent;
(3) the client has used the lawyer's services to perpetrate a crime or fraud;
(4) the client insists upon taking action that the lawyer considers repugnant or with which
the lawyer has a fundamental disagreement;
(5) the client fails substantially to fulfill an obligation to the lawyer regarding the lawyer's
services and has been given reasonable warning that the lawyer will withdraw unless the
obligation is fulfilled;

(6) the representation will result in an unreasonable financial burden on the lawyer or has
been rendered unreasonably difficult by the client; or
(7) other good cause for withdrawal exists.
(c) A lawyer must comply with applicable law requiring notice to or permission of a tribunal when
terminating a representation. When ordered to do so by a tribunal, a lawyer shall continue
representation notwithstanding good cause for terminating the representation.
(d) Upon termination of representation, a lawyer shall take steps to the extent reasonably
practicable to protect a client's interests, such as giving reasonable notice to the client, allowing
time for employment of other counsel, surrendering papers and property to which the client is
entitled and refunding any advance payment of fee or expense that has not been earned or
incurred. The lawyer may retain papers relating to the client to the extent permitted by other law.
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Local Rules of the
United States District Court
Northern District of Illinois

(effective September 1, 1999 with amendments through March 29, 2021)

LR83.50. Rules of Professional Conduct
Applicable disciplinary rules are the Model Rules adopted by the American Bar Association. On
any matter not addressed by the ABA Model Rules or for which the ABA Model Rules are
inconsistent with the Rules of Professional Conduct, a lawyer admitted to practice in Illinois is
governed by the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct, as adopted by the Illinois Supreme Court,
and a lawyer not admitted to practice in Illinois is bound by the Rules of Professional Conduct for
the state in which the lawyer’s principal office is located. Notwithstanding the foregoing, limited
scope appearances of attorneys, as set forth in Illinois Supreme Court Rules 11(e), 13(c)(6),
13(c)(7), and any comparable rules of other states, are not permitted in matters before this Court.
Any attorney seeking to enter a limited appearance on behalf of a party may do so only with leave
of Court.
Adopted June 2, 2011, Amended May 23, 2014

RONETTE IMMIGRATION LAW, L.L.C.
Specialists in American Immigration Law
1801 SOUTH ASHLAND AVENUE, SUITE 100
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

January 14, 2022
Sra. Magdalena Carmen Frida Kahlo y Calderón
1852 W. 19TH St.
Chicago, Illinois 60611
Re: Acuerdo de Prestación de Servícios Jurídicos
Estimada Sra. Kahlo:
Nosotros estamos agradecidos para su interés en los servicios de RONETTE IMMIGRATION
LAW, L.L.C. y me agrada el poder representarlo. Como discutimos previamente, al firmar y
devolverme una copia de esta carta junto con los honorarios que se describen a continuación, usted
está de acuerdo con mi representación en el siguiente asunto de inmigración:
Prepare and file for a U visa with a derivative spouse, EAD and DACA renewal for your son
Enrique
Basado en los hechos que han sido relacionados durante nuestra conversación y la legislación
aplicable tal como existe actualmente, creo que se beneficiara de mi representación en su caso de
inmigración; aunque comprende que no he hecho alguna promesa o garantía de un resultado
favorable para usted en estos asuntos.
ACUERDO de CLIENTE y RONETTE IMMIGRATION LAW L.L.C.
Al contratarme como su abogado de inmigración, se compromete a pagar una tarifa plana de
$6,500.00 por todos los servicios legales relacionados con el asunto enumerado anteriormente.
Esta cuota también incluye “gastos ordinarios,” me refiero a gastos de teléfono y fax dentro de
Estados Unidos, trabajos de fotocopias normales, franqueo de correo de U.S. y un costo de entrega
de sobres de correo Express o FedEx de Estados Unidos. Se le facturará por otros gastos en lo que
se incurren. Estos otros gastos pueden incluir llamadas teléfonicas internacionales, fax, correo o los
costos de envio; mensajero personal; trabajos de fotocopiadora excepcionalmente voluminosos; o
cargos por servicio exteriores como traducciónes, evaluación de documentos (incluyendo evaluación
educativa), honorarios de cirujano civil o tasas de fotografía.
Los costos no incluidos. La tasa de tarifa plana para servicios legales no incluye costos de
procesamiento para cualquier petición de inmigración, aplicación, moción, apelación u otro servicio
goburnamental ante la oficina de Aduanas e Inmigración Estadounidense, el Tribunal de
Inmigración o cualquier otra agencia de gobierno federal, estatal o local.
Trabajo Adicional Imprevisto. Esta tarifa legal incluye los servicios descritos anteriormente, pero
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no incluye responder a las solicitudes de pruebas y ningún otro trabajo adicional imprevisto que
pueda ser necesario. Este trabajo adicional puede incluir uno o más de los siguientes: (1)
aplicaciones adicionales debido a errores por una agencia del Gobierno tales como el extravio de
aplicaciones, retrasos de la agencia de gobierno como por el largo tiempo de procesamiento; (2)
cambios de estrategia en el caso debido a cambios en la ley o en los sucesos que se me han
relacionado; (3) presentación de solicitudes adicionales debido a la negación de una solicitud por
sus méritos (es decir, apelaciones y/o demandas); (4) costos de documentos de apoyo para cualquier
solicitud, apelación, moción, ante un tribunal o agencia de gobierno.
Servicios legales no incluidos. Por favor entienda que este acuerdo sólo aplica a los asuntos
anteriormente enumerados. Si necesita representación de inmigración en alguna cuestión relacionada
o diferente se ejecutara un nuevo acuerdo.
DERECHOS y DEBERES del CLIENTE y ABOGADO
Responsabilidades del Cliente. Al firmar y regresar este acuerdo, Usted entiende que se compromete
a cooperar conmigo y participar activamente y honestamente en la preparación de su defensa.
También debe notificarme inmediatamente y verazmente de cualquier cosa que pase o pueda suceder
en el futuro que pueda afectar la estrategia o el resultado de su caso. Usted también entiende que
dependo en los sucesos del caso como se me han relacionado.
Respondabilidades del Abogado. Como su abogado, es mi deber representarlo celosamente en los
asuntos por los que se me contrató. Yo también le proporcionaré la información necesaria con
referencia a cómo las leyes de inmigración de Estados Unidos aplican a su situación particular para
entender sus opciones para avanzar en su caso, incluyendo las consecuencias de cualquier acción
o inacción. Yo también le mantendré actualizado sobre la situación de su caso a medida que avanza.
Derecho a trabajo delegado y asociado con otros abogados. RONETTE IMMIGRATION LAW
L.L.C., reserva el derecho a contratar, asociarse o delegar trabajo a tal codefensor a la abogada
Ronnie Spector como considere necesario o conveniente segue su criterio para representarlo
adecuadamente. Cualquier trabajo delegado será revisado por la Abogada Spector, y dicha
delegatión o asociación será al cargo unico del despacho, sin resultar en algun costo adicional para
usted.
Derechos de Cancelación/Anulación. Usted entiende que es libre de cancelar este acuerdo en
cualquier momento. Si desea hacerlo, debe hacerlo por escrito y enviarlo por correo. Estoy de
acuerdo en que si deseo retirarme del caso, le informaré con anticipo por teléfono y por escrito. Me
reservo expresamente el derecho a retirarme como su abogado de las cuestiones anteriormente
mencionadas si no recibo pago segun los términos en este acuerdo.
En caso de que cancele o yo me retire, se le reembolsará las tarifas no consumidas. Honorarios
obtenidos se calcularán y facturarán en mi tasa horaria de $200.00 por hora para servicios de
Abogada Spector y de $100.00 por hora para servicios de asistentes legales.
POLITICA de PAGOS y RECURSOS
Facturación. Si otra persona se compromete a pagar los honorarios legales, se le enviará la factura
a su petición. Sin embargo, por favor comprenda que usted será responsable por el importe total de
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los honorarios legales si esta tercera persona o codeudor no paga.
Cuotas pendientes. Si no se realizan los pagos de honorarios legales como acordado, me reservo el
derecho a retirarme como su asesor y cobrarle por mi tiempo en la preparación y promoción en su
nombre en mi tasa horaria de $200.00 y la tasa horaria de $100 por asistentes legales.
Si una factura de servicios legales permanece pendiente después de 30 dias de la fecha de la factura,
me reservo el derecho a entregar el saldo no pagado a una empresa de colección y si es necesario
exigir pago de estos cargos en los tribunales del Estado de Illinois.
COMPROMISO de CLIENTE
Si lo anterior establece nuestro acuerdo correctamente, favor de firmar la Página de Ejecución de
Acuerdo con un pago inicial de $500.00 pagable a RONETTE IMMIGRATION LAW L.L.C. en
efectivo; cheque o giro postal; TARJETA VISA, MASTER, o DISCOVER.
Gracias por contratar mi representación en su asunto legal. No dude en comunicarse conmigo si algo
de lo mencionado previamente no está claro o con cualquier pregunta.
Atentamente,
RONETTE IMMIGRATION LAW, L.L.C.
Ronnie Spector
Abogada

Sra. Magdalena Carmen Frida Kahlo y Calderón
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EJECUCION DEL ACUERDO DE CLIENTE Y ABOGADO
He leido y entiendo el mencionado acuerdo de honorarios de abogado-cliente ejecutado entre
yo/nosotros, Magdalena Carmen Frida Kahlo y Calderón con RONETTE IMMIGRATION LAW
L.L.C.
Firma de Cliente

Fecha

Firma de Abogada

Fecha
PAGO

Pago Hecho en Ejecución del Acuerdo. Efectivo o Cheque Personal/Giro Postal pagable a
RONETTE IMMIGRATION LAW L.L.C. (Se cobrará $25.00 por cualquier cheque devuelto).
$500 in cash

Recibido: 14 Enero 2022

Firma de Abogada
ACUERDO DE PAGO A PLAZOS
( x ) Elijo ( ) No elijo, pagar a plazos el resto de los honorarios de mi acuerdo con RONETTE
IMMIGRATION LAW L.L.C. en cuota mensuales in $100.00 pagable a RONETTE
IMMIGRATION LAW L.L.C. en efectivo; cheque o giro postal; TARJETA VISA, MASTER, o
DISCOVER el día quince de cada mes que comienza Febrero 2022.
Firma de Cliente

Engagement Agreement
This Engagement Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into by and between McCartney &
Harrison, P.C. (“the Firm”), on the one hand, and Yoko Ono (the “Client”), on the other hand, this
14th day of January 2022. The Agreement is as follows:
1.

2.

The Client is engaging the Firm to do the following:
a.

Prepare and file I-130 and adjustment of status with I-601 waiver for John Lennon
as spouse of U.S. citizen; and

b.

Prepare and file I-130 for Séan Lennon in anticipation of consular processing of Séan
Lennon as stepson of U.S. citizen.

Firm will bill the Client monthly for its professional services, based primarily on usual
hourly rates, and for out-of-pocket disbursements. The hourly rate for each hour of the
Firm’s personnel is as follows:
Paul McCartney
George Harrison
Legal Assistants

$275.00
$250.00
$100.00

These hourly rates will be billed in one-tenth of an hour (or six-minute) increments. The
attorneys and legal assistants at the Firm will only bill for time in which they actually work
on the Client’s matter. The Firm periodically reviews and adjusts its hourly rates, so the
hourly rates may change during the course of this engagement. If the Firm changes its rates,
it will send the Client advance written notice to that effect.
3.

The Firm will also bill the Client for out-of-pocket disbursements such as local and long
distance telephone and telecopy costs; messenger and docketing charges; photocopying
charges; court filing, document, recording or other fees; extraordinary secretarial and word
processing costs directly attributable to the Client’s case or cases; and local and out-of-town
travel costs. The Firm also makes separate charges for the use of Lexis-Nexis, Westlaw and
other computerized legal research systems. If the time pressures of an assignment require
overtime work by nonprofessional staff that is directly attributable to that assignment, the
cost of overtime may be included among out-of-pocket disbursements charged. In some
cases, such as filing and recording fees, court reporter fees, large volume copying charges,
or charges for investigative services or other outside vendors, the Firm may ask that the
Client pay these charges directly to the vendors which provide the services or make the
charges.

4.

The Firm will send the Client statements for its professional services and out-of-pocket
disbursements. The Client understands and acknowledges that the policy of the Firm is to
issue statements on a monthly basis but that circumstances may prevent the Firm from doing
so. Payment is due upon receipt of the statement. If the Client has questions about any
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statement, the Firm asks that the Client raise those questions within fourteen days of the date
of the statement. If the Client does not question any items on the statements in that time, the
Firm will assume that the Client affirms the charges and will pay them promptly.
5.

Statements which are not paid when due will accrue a finance charge of 1.5% per month.
However, the finance charge will not be assessed during any period in which the Client has
questioned aspects of the Firm’s current invoice and the Client and the Firm are discussing
and negotiating questions or objections. The Client agrees to pay the Firm’s reasonable
attorney’s fees and expenses if the Firm is required to undertake collection of its fees and
unreimbursed expenses.

6.

The Client acknowledges that she has been informed by the Firm that it is not possible for
the Firm to predict how much time will be required to perform the necessary services. The
Firm represents that, wherever possible, it will consult with the Client to advise the Client
of his options as the engagement progresses.

7.

In executing this engagement letter, the Client warrants that there is no impediment to her
entering into this engagement agreement.

8.

The Client has the right to terminate this representation at any time, subject to the Firm’s
right to be compensated for its services and disbursements up to the date of termination. The
Firms likewise reserves the right to withdraw from representation and to be paid for its
services and disbursements up to the date of withdrawal. Failure to pay promptly any of the
Firm’s invoices would be viewed as grounds for terminating this Agreement and for seeking
leave of court to withdraw its representation of the Client in any court proceeding which may
be pending at the time.

9.

The signature of the Client acknowledges that no representative of the Firm has made to the
Client any representations concerning the likelihood of any given outcome and that no
representative of the Firm has promised to obtain a specific result for the Client.

10.

The Client has engaged the Firm to assist and advise her with respect to the matters described
in paragraph 1 above. The Client has not authorized the Firm to assist her with any other
matter. Any other matters would be the subject of separate engagement agreements.

11.

The Firm’s engagement is subject to the Client’s payment of a retainer of $3,000.00. This
retainer will be held in the Firm’s separate client escrow account as security for unpaid bills.
The Firm does not charge against the retainer unless its regular bills are not paid, and, if the
Firm charges against the retainer in such circumstances, it will not continue representation
unless the security amount is replenished. The Client acknowledges that the Firm has
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disclosed that the retainer will be held in the Firm’s Client Escrow Account and that any
interest earned on the retainer is taken by the Illinois Supreme Court pursuant to its
regulation of Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Account (“IOLTA”) rules.
12.

This Agreement constitutes the entirety of the Engagement Agreement. The Client
acknowledges that no representative of the Firm has made any oral or written representations
concerning the terms of its engagement or the scope of its services other than those which
are contained in this Agreement.

13.

For the convenience of the Firm and the Client, this Agreement may be executed in multiple
counterparts, each of which will be considered to be an original document, and all of which
taken together will constitute a single agreement. To expedite matters, it will be acceptable
to the Firm if a signed copy of this Agreement is faxed or e-mailed back to the Firm, as long
as a “hard” copy of the signature page is later sent to the Firm. However, the Firm will not
be engaged until it has received the retainer described in the foregoing paragraph.

McCARTNEY & HARRISON, P.C.

YOKO ONO

By
Paul McCartney

SSN:

